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Dear Reader: 


Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation 
Area Management Plan. This document outlines 12 actions for managing 
recreation on public lands within the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area. These actions were developed to guide future management and 
resolve recreation management issues that were identified through public 
meetings in the beginning stages of planning. 


We welcome your comments on the contents of this document. Comments 
addressing the adequacy of the Draft Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area 
Management Plan will be responded to in the final document. Specific comments 
will be most useful. We encourage you to submit your comments in writing. To 
be considered in the Final Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area Management Plan, 
comments must be received by May 31, 1993. Comments should be sent to: 


Area Manager 

Yuma Resource Area 
Yuma District Office 
3150 Winsor Avenue 
Yuma, AZ 85365 








Copies of the Final Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation 
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a Management Plan will be 
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PLAN SUMMARY 


The following planning document has been written 
with input from the public through two open public 
meetings and through written and verbal correspon- 
dence. There was much discussion in the public meet- 
ings concerning Harvey's Fishing Hole residential leases 
as well as the access to the Colorado River. This plan 
outlines the proposed actions that, when implemented, 
will deal directly with the concerns the public has for this 
Special Recreation Management Area. 


Summary Objective 


Through management actions guided by this plan- 
ning effort, the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area will provide the public with a broad 
base of recreational activities within an enjoyable recre- 
ational setting. The goal of this planning document is to 
enhance the facilities and services through improved 
facility design; development of interpretive areas, bro- 
chures, and maps; and increased BLM presence. 


Summary of Major Issues 


Visitor Services 


There are limited public access and support facilities 
along the Colorado River to meet public recreational 
demand. 


Future monitoring is needed to determine if an in- 
crease in visitation is occurring, and if so, at what rate. 


BLM law enforcement personnel presence is neces- 
sary to maintain a level of safety for public use. 


Directional and interpretive signs and literature at 
sites are limited. 


Conflict is occurring between wildlife watching and 
other recreational use. 


Riverbank-fishing opportunities are limited on the 
Colorado River. 


Hunting access is oftentimes limited by opposing 
uses of the public lands. 


Resource Protection 


Inadequate signage results in many fragile desert 
areas being used by off-highway vehicles, which cause 
damage to vegetation, wildlife, and visual resources. 


Summary of Proposed Actions 


Section F.1. Oxbow Recreation Site 


The facility would be redesigned to enhance river 
access. This would be accomplished through better 
placement of the boat ramp, identified boat-trailer park- 
ing, designated campsites, and a day-use area. 


Section F.2. Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off- 
Highway Vehicle Area 


The designation of the Ehrenberg Sandbow! would 
change from a competitive-use to an open-use off- 
highway vehicle area. Signs would delineate the off- 
highway vehicle area and direct users into the area. A 
loop trail leading out of the off-highway vehicle area 
would be created by modifying existing trails and adding 
directional signs. On-site support facilities would in- 
Clude a parking\staging area, rest room facilities, and a 
picnic area with ramada structures. 


Section F.3. Harvey’s Fishing Hole 
Recreation Site 


Harvey’s Fishing Hole is a 27-acre subdivision lo- 
cated about 16 miles south of Blythe, Caliiornia, in 
Imperial County. The BLM has issued a 10-year resi- 
dential lease which is due to expire June 30, 1993. The 
subdivision occupies Federal land on the California side 
of the Colorado River. The land is located in the 100- 
year floodplain, directly on the riverbank, with easy river 
access. The subdivision contains 96 lots, many of which 
are unimproved; 56 of the lots are leased. Few occu- 
pants are permanent, full-time residents; the majority 
are California residents using the residential lease for 
weekend recreation and extended vacations. 


A public recreational area would be developed to 
provide boat-launching facilities, day- and overnight- 
use areas, fishing, parking, and other land-based recre- 
ational facilities. 


Section F.4. Oxbow Watchable Wildlife 
Viewing Area 
A Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area would be devel- 


oped next to the oxbow of the Colorado River in the Palo 
Verde Valley. 
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Section F.5. Tom Wells Back Country 
Byway 


A road system stemming off of the Tom Wells Road 
would be nominated for a Back Country Byway. The 
Tom Wells Road would be delineated, through the use 
of signs, as a designated route that would take users off 
the main roads and onto a back road. This route would 
introduce users to the desert climate and uses of the 
desert by means of interpretive kiosks and a route guide. 


Section F.6. Gilmore’s Camp Recreation 
Site 


This site is actively being pursued by the BLM Yuma 
Resource Area for acquisition. If acquired, the facilitv 
would primarily provide day-use recreation activities. 
Access to the Colorado River would be provided by a 
one-lane boat ramp. Facilities would be developed to 
accommodate picnic use. Minimal overnight tent camp- 
ing would be provided for boaters using the Colorado 
River. These tent-camping sites would be developed on 
the riverbank with access only by way of the Colorado 
River. 


Section F.7. Horse Island Interpretive 
Overlook 
A roadside stop on Highway 95 would be developed 


for motorists to stop, relax, and learn about the surround- 
ing area while enjoying the scenery. 





Section F.8. A-7 Boat Ramp 


A boat ramp, day-use area, and parking facility would 
be developed to accommodate the river users access- 
ing the Colorado River on the Arizona side. 


Section F.9. Blythe Intaglios Complex 


The facility would be redesigned to upgrade the 
entrance road and parking areas, increase signage 
throughout the site, develop an interpretive theme that 
addresses the past lives and culture of the intaglios 
artisans, and increase the interpretive efforts within the 
site. 


Section F.10. Big Wash Day-Use Area 


The Big Wash area would be developed irito a day- 
use recreation area with picnic tables and a scenic 
interpretive trail with a river overlook. 


Section F.11. Old River Channel Fishing 
Pier 


The facility would be designed to meet all accessibility 
criteria and would include a parking area, trail system, 
fishing pier, and vault toilets. 


Section F.12. Walter’s Camp Area 
Fishing Pier 


A public recreational facility would be developed, and 
its design would meet all accessibility criteria. The 
facility would include a parking area and fishing pier. 











CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 


LOCATION AND SETTING 


The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area encompasses 209,410 acres in Arizona and 
California, and is located in a narrow corridor along the 
Colorado River. (See Map 1.) The Special Recreation 
Management Area is about 62 miles long. It begins 
approximately 26 miles north of Blythe, California, and 
stretches south to the Picacho State Recreation Area's 
northern boundary. The width of the management area 
ranges from 1 mile wide at the northern end to 10 miles 
wide at the center and 3 miles wide at the southern 
boundary. The towns of Palo Verde, California, and 
Cibola and Ehrenberg, Arizona; and the counties of 
Imperial and Riverside, California, and La Paz, Arizona, 
lie within the planning area. United States Congres- 
sional Districts within the planning area are California 45 
and 37 and Arizona 3. 


The Chocolate and Trigo mountain ranges bound and 
cross through the planning area and confine the Colo- 
rado River to a narrow corridor. Within the planning area 
there are numerous dry washes dissecting the flat 
bottom lands, as well as rolling uplands consisting of 
rugged, steep topography. Creosote bush, bursage, 
brittlebush, paloverde, ironwood, mesquite, saguaro, 
cholla, and barre! cactus decorate the upland desert and 
washes. Closer to the Colorado River and a more stable 
water supply, cattails, bulrush, carrizo cane, and 
arrowweed thrive. Aligned with the Colorado River are 
numerous cultural sites, including geoglyphs, sleeping 
circles, trails, and artifacts. 


Of the 209,410 acres within the planning area, 114,050 
acres are Bureau of Land Management-administered 


land. The following lands are within the planning area 
but are not managed by the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM), and therefore will not be directly affected by 
this plan. (See Map 1.) 


18,260 acres of Arizona and California State lands. 
320 acres of Bureau of Reclamation-acquired lands. 


45,780 acres of private lands in Arizona and Califor- 
nia 


5,760 acres of lands of undetermined title. 


25,240 acres of lands within the boundaries of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Imperial National Wildlife 
Refuge and Cibola National Wildlife Refuge. 


East of the southern section of the planning area lies 
the 30,300-acre Trigo Mountains Wilderness Area. The 
United States Army Yuma Proving Ground is located 
east of the midsection of the planning area. The Colo- 
rado River Indian Tribes Reservation lies east of the 
northern section of the planning area. West of the 
planning area there are private and BLM-administered 
lands. 


Some of the recreational uses occurring in the plan- 
ning area include hunting, fishing, rockhounding, camp- 
ing, hiking, off-highway vehicle use, and water-based 
recreational activities on the Colorado River, such as jet- 
skiing, canoeing, power boating, water-skiing, fishing, 
and swimming. 


The following developed recreational facilities cur- 
rently provide access onto the Colorado River. 


FIGURE 1 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ON THE COLORADO RIVER 








River Miles 
Faculty (South from Interstate 10) 
Riverside County Mayflower Park (North from !-10) 7 
Riviera-Blythe Marina (Private) 0 
Peter Mcintyre Riverside County Park se 
Palo Verde Oxbow Outlet (BLM facility) 22 
Walter's Camp (BLM concession) 34 














INTRODUCTION 


The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area can be accessed by several routes: (1) from 
Yuma, Arizona, proceed west on Interstate 8, exit and 
head north on Ogilby road until intersection with Califor- 
nia State Route 78, then turn right; (2) from Ehrenberg, 
Arizona, proceed south on Old Cibola Road; and (3) 
from Blythe, California, proceed north or south on Cali- 
fornia State Route 95. 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


This Recreation Area Management Plan for the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 
will identify management actions. The goal of this plan 
is to carry out the recreation-related decisions of the 
Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan ap- 
proved in March 1987. It will be the link between 
multiple-use allocation of public land for recreation and 
the actions necessary to implement such allocations. 
Upon compleiion of this Recreation Area Management 
Plan, the BLM will be able to set management direction 
for recreation resources and their use, identify specific 
management actions, and establish the sequence of 
implementation for the management actions. 


This plan is an issue-oriented document. The scope 
is limited to discussion of objectives and actions re- 
quired to resolve issues and take advantage of the 
recreation opportunities within the Ehrenberg-Cibola 
Special Recreation Management Area. Detailed site 
planning and facility designs will be specified in indi- 
vidual project plans following approval of this plan. 


RESOURCES IN THE 
MANAGEMENT AREA 


Climate 


The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area lies entirely within the Sonoran Desert. Typi- 
cal weather of this region includes extremely hot sum- 
mers and mild winters, with low rainfall and low relative 
humidity year-round. Average yearly precipitation in the 
form of rain is 4 inches. In the summers temperatures of 
120° Fahrenheit are not uncommon. The average 
maximum temperatures range from 66° Fahrenheit in 
December to 106° Fahrenheit in July. Average mini- 
mum temperatures range from 47° Fahrenheit in Janu- 
ary to 78° Fahrenheit in August. 





Soil 

Soils are generally coarse-textured and shallow in the 
uplands and fine-textured and deep in the floodplains. 
The soils are very susceptible to severe wind and water 
erosion. These soils are low in water-holding capacity, 
low in fertility (except in the floodplains), and have rapid 
infiltration rates. Soil Conservation Service surveys 
indicate three main types of soils: (1) the Arid Very Hot 
Soils of the Mountains, (2) the Arid Very Hot Soils of the 
Uplands, and (3) the Arid Very Hot Soils of the Bottom 
Lands. 


Water Resources 


The Colorado River is the primary source of water in 
this area. The quality of the river water is lowered by high 
levels cf sediment and dissolved solids. Groundwater 
quality is ;elatively poor due to the fact it contains 
calcium, magnesium, bicarbonates, and sulfates. How- 
ever, it does meet United States Department of Public 
Health drinking standards. Sources of groundwater 
recharge are rainfall and the Colorado River. 


Vegetation 


Aquatic 


The fast-moving waters of the Colorado River sweep 
the river bottom clean of aquatic plants. However, 
aquatic plants thrive in the slower-moving backwater 
portions of the river. Emergent aquatic plants, those that 
have portions of the plants both in and out of the water, 
include cattails, bulrushes, common reed, and 
phragmites. Submerged aquatic plants consist of spiny 
naiad, algae, pondweed, and parrot’s-feather. 


Terrestrial 


Adjacent to the aquatic areas there are plants that 
require relatively moist but not saturated soil conditions. 
These plants include screw bean and honey mesquite, 
Fremont cottonwood and Goodding willow, athel tama- 
risk, salt cedar, and arrowweed. 


The vegetation types found in the desert areas, far 
from water sources, are those able to tolerate dry 
conditions. Sometimes they go many months without 
rain. Included in this group are a variety of cacti: 
saguaro, fishhook, barrel, and hedgehog. Other plants 
include saltbush, brittlebush, Mormon tea, ocotillo, and 
foothills paloverde. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The dry desert washes support a greater number and 
variety of plants than the upland desert areas. Plants 
common to the desert washes include screw bean, 
honey mesquite, and ironwood, as well as blue paloverde 
and smoke trees. 


Wildlife 


Common mammals found in the planning area are 
desert mule deer, coyote, raccoons, skunks, ground 
squirrels, mice, wood rats, bats, and humans. Numer- 
ous bird species inhabit the area. The “endangered” 
Yuma clapper rail dwells in the marshlands along the 
river and backwaters. Numerous hawks, owls, doves, 
quail, swallows, warblers, and related songbirds fre- 


quent this part of the desert. Reptiles such as the side- 
blotched lizard, western whiptail lizard, western dia- 
mondback snake, and Sonoran gopher snake teem 
within the area. Various fish species call the Colorado 
River home: largemouth black bass, sunfish, bluegill, 
Crappie, catfish, carp, shad, and mosquito fish. 


Wild Horses and Burros 


Approximately 50 wild horses and nearly 400 wild 
burros inhabit the Ehrenberg-Cibola planning area and 
adjacent Yuma Proving Ground. These animals are 
managed under the 1971 Wild and Free-Roaming Horse 
and Burros Act by the BLM. The management of these 
animals is detailed in the 1980 Cibola-Trigo Herd Man- 
agement Area Plan, which is currently being revised. 





FIGURE 2 
COMMON SPECIES OF THE 
EHRENBERG-CIBOLA SPECIAL RECREATION 
MANAGEMENT AREA 
Mammals Fish 
desert bighorn sheep largemouth bass 
desert mule deer bluegill 
roundtail ground squirrel flathead catfish 
beaver tilapia 
feral horse channel catfish 
feral burro 
Birds Plants 
Gambel’s quail cottonwood 
white-winged dove honey mesquite 
mourning dove screw bean mesquite 
great egret salt cedar 
ironwood 





Floodpliains 


Within the planning area there are many dry washes 
dissecting the land and transportation routes. During 
large rainfall events, many of the low-lying areas be- 
come inundated and dry washes transform into raging 
streams, which lead to very dangerous conditions for the 
recreating public. This is a major concern as recreation 
takes place along the river in the dry washes and low- 
lying areas. Details on the recreation management in 
floodplains can be found in Appendix C, Issue 6, of the 
Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan. 


Visual Resources 


The visual appearance of the planning area is in- 
dexed by the BLM through a visual resources classifica- 
tion system. The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area has been classified during the prepa- 
rations of the Yuma District Resource Management Plan 
as Classes Il, Ill, and|V. The following are the objectives 
associated with the classes. 


Class li Objectives - Change is visible but does not 
attract attention. Actions must retain the existing 


character of the landscape. 
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Class Ili Objectives - Change attracts attention but is 
not dominant. Actions must retain the existing character 
of the landscape. 


Class IV Objectives - Change is dominant but mitigated. 
Actions may include management activities which require 
major modification of the existing character of the 


landscape. 


Any changes within the planning area must conform 
to the Visual Resource Management System objectives. 


Cultural Resources 


World-class cultural properties are present in the 
planning area. Signs of aboriginal inhabitants can be 
found throughout the area. Some of these signs are 
campsites, intaglios (large figures, designs, and path- 
ways drawn into the desert pavement), lithic quarries 
and workshops, sleeping circles, rock alignments, and 
trails. Historical resources include town sites and mine 
sites. Town site features include the old Cibola Post 
Office, the old Cibola Road, the Picacho town site, the La 
Paz town site and well, and Norton’s Landing (a steam- 
boat landing associated with a mine site). Mine site 
features include Red Cloud Mine, Clip and Mill, Black 
Rock Mine, and Papago Mine. 


Facilities 


Recreation occurring in the Ehrenberg-Cibola Spe- 
cial Recreation Management Area is centered around 
the Colorado River. Water-based recreational activities 
include boating, water-skiing, jet-skiing, canoeing, and 
fishing. These activities utilize access facilities on the 
river. Secondary activities are off-highway vehicle use, 
wildlife watching, hiking, camping, and rockhounding. 
Facilities that support public recreation desires are op- 
erated by local and Federal Government agencies and 
private entities, including the BLM, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Colorado River Indian Tribes, Imperial and 
Riverside Counties in California, and La Paz County in 
Arizona. 


BLM Facilities 


BLM facilities located within the Ehrenberg-Cibola 
Special Recreation Management Area are minimally 
developed. Figure 3 is a list of the established BLM- 
managed facilities. The undeveloped facilities repre- 
sent currently used sites on BLM-administered public 
lands. Map 2 identifies the locations listed in Figure 3. 


FIGURE 3 
BLM RECREATION SITES 





Developed 


Oxbow Recreation Site (Arizona) 
Blythe Intaglios Complex (National Register of Historic 


Places) (California) 


Harvey's Fishing Hole Boat Ramp (California) 


Undeveloped 


Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-Highway Vehicle Area (Arizona) 
Palo Verde Diversion Dam (Arizona) 
Palo Verde Oxbow (California) 


A-7 Backwater (Arizona) 


Ripley Intaglios Complex (National Register of Historic 


- Places) (Arizona) 
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BLM Concessions 


A “concession” is a partnership between the BLM and 
a private contractor operating through a lease agree- 
ment. Concessions enhance recreational opportunities 
by providing for a long-term investment by a private 
contractor to develop recreation-oriented facilities and 
services on public lands. The Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act authorizes leases to be used for the 
concessions. Concession leases describe the BLM’s 
stewardship responsibilities and the concessioner’s re- 
sponsibilities, set forth the terms and conditions under 
which the concessions can be operated and developed, 
and set the lease fees at a negotiated amount within 
BLM policies. These leases also provide the leasehoid- 
ers with latitude for improving facilities and services, as 
well as document the leaseholder’s financial interest in 
the facilities. 


BLM Recreation Concessions: Walter’s Camp. (See 
Map 2 for the location.) 


Bureau of Reclamation 


Within the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area there are 41,555 acres of withdrawn 
lands for Bureau of Reclamation use. The BLM admin- 
isters the land surface except for lands pertinent to 
Bureau of Reclamation action. 


Designations 


The Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan 
of 1987 established the Ehrenberg-Cibola planning area 
as a Special Recreation Management Area. One off- 
highway vehicle site, the Ehrenberg Sandbow! Off- 
highway Vehicle Area, was designated for competitive 
use. 


The Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan 
also temporarily established an interim off-highway ve- 
hicle designation for the planning area, pending a com- 
plete inventory of the routes. Until that inventory is 
finished, off-highway vehicle use is limited to existing 
routes of travel. The inventory and route designations 
will be completed through this recreation planning pro- 
cess. 


Resource Utilization 


Enhanced by the climate, the Colorado River is the 
primary recreation resource in the Ehrenberg-Cibola 
area. Most of the visitors use the water resources of the 
Colorado River. A large majority of the river users drive 
in from the metropolitan areas of San Diego and Los 
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Angeles, California, and Phoenix, Arizona. On busy 
weekends it is hard to find a section of the lower 
Colorado River that is not hosting visitors. Annual 
visitation was estimated to be 61 ,822 visitors and 920,427 
visitor hours in 1992. 


The most prominent use period takes place on the 
weekends and holidays throughout the year. In addition, 
the local population continually visits the area. 


Directly next to the river, different activities take place 
on land: hiking, carnping, rockhounding, wildlife watch- 
ing, and off-highway vehicle use. Off-highway vehicle 
use takes place at the Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-highway 
Vehicle Area, on old mining access roads, and on other 
existing roads throughout the planning area. Figure 4 is 
a list of the visitor uses within the planning area. These 
figures are estimates determined through visitor counts 
taken by BLM recreation staff, volunteers, and law 
enforcement personnel. Visitor-use statistics are com- 
piled and submitted yearly to the BLM Washington D.C. 
Office by each BLM State Office. 


Attracted by the excellent winter weather of the 
Sonoran Desert, a myriad of visitors travel from the 
colder climates of the north, including international visi- 
tors from Canada. These winter season visitors camp in 
recreational vehicles and enjoy the climate. 


There are occurrences of campers violating length- 
of-stay regulations, resulting in numerous unauthorized 
occupancies on public lands throughout the planning 
area. To alleviate this condition, constant patrolling by 
BLM law enforcement officers and other BLM personnel 
is necessary. 


As summer approaches and the temperatures heat 
up, most of the winter season visitors vacate the area, 
and land-based activities decrease while river-based 
activities increase. 


Two national wildlife refuges are located within and 
next to the planning area. Wildlife is attracted to the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola planning area by the waters of the 
Colorado River and the vegetation of the riparian zone. 


Existing Management 


BLM 


The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area is under the jurisdiction of the BLM Yuma 
Resource Area of the Yuma District. This office is 
located in Yuma, Arizona. The BLM is presently manag- 
ing the planning area in accordance with the Ehrenberg- 
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Cibola Recreation Management Plan of 1977 and the 
Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan ap- 
proved in March 1987. The 1987 Resource Manage- 
ment Plan called for a revision of the 1977 Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Recreation Management Plan. 


National BLM goals and guidelines for recreation 
were set in BLM’s document, Recreation 2000, A Stra- 


tegic Plan. This document identified a need for a more 
active role in the planning and administering of recre- 
ation on public lands. 


The recreation facilities within the Ehrenberg-Cibola 
Special Recreation Management Area are minimally 


developed. 


FIGURE 4 
ANNUAL VISITOR-USE RECORDS 
EHRENBERG-CIBOLA SPECIAL RECREATION 











MANAGEMENT AREA 
Activity Visitors Visitor Hours 

Off-Highway Vehicle Travel 2,570 7,470 

Nonmotorized Travel 17,240 30,570 

Camping 11,260 123,850 

Other Land-Based Use 2,570 9,100 

Fishing 5,390 47,150 

Boating 20,370 89,070 

Other Water-Based Use 2,420 7,020 

TOTALS 61,820 314,230 
Other Governmental and Local Entities State Police 

Arizona Department of Public Safety 
Colorado River indian Tribes Reservation California Highway Patrol 
The Colorado River Indian Tribes Reservation is State Game Agencies 


located northeast of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Rec- 
reation Management Area. Planning and management 
of public lands adjacent to the reservation requ ‘re “ier. 
coordination with the tribes. 


Fish and Wildlife Service 


The Fish and Wildlife Service has two wildlife refuges 
located within the planning area boundaries, the Cibola 
and the Imperial National Wildlife Refuges. This agency 
is responsible for all activities occurring within its bound- 
aries. Any planning efforts affecting the wildlife refuges 
will be communicated to the Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the respective refuge headquarters offices. A 
cooperative effort with wildlife refuge officials will be 
made to resolve any conflicts of use taking place in the 
planning area. 
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Arizona Game and Fish Department, Region IV 


The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s Regional 
Supervisor enforces hunting and fishing regulations in 
the Arizona portion of the planning area. The office is 
based in Yuma, Arizona. 


California Department of Fish and Game, Region V 


The California Department of Fish and Game’s Re- 
gional Manager enforces hunting and fishing regula- 
tions in the California portions of the planning area. The 
nearest office is a field station located in Blythe, Califor- 
nia. 
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County Sheriffs’ Departments 
imperial County Sheriff's Department 


One deputy is on duty at a substation located near 
Palo Verde, California. 


La Paz County Sheriff's Department 


Twenty deputies are located in Parker, Arizona; one 
substation is located in Ehrenberg, Arizona. 


Fire Departments 


Eight fire departments will suppress wildland fires 
within the planning area. Listed below are the locations 
of the fire departments and the fire locations to which 
they will respond. 


The following four agencies will respond to all wild- 
land fires located within the planning area. 


Havasu Resource Area 
Yuma Resource Area 


Fish and Wildlife Service 


Cibola National Wildlife Refuge 
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 


Bureau of indian Affairs 
Fort Yuma Agency 
Colorado River Agency 


Palo Verde Volunteer Fire Department—Will re- 
spond to wildland fires between the Mitchell’s Camp 
road and Mcintyre County Park. 


Big River Fire Station—Will respond to wildland fires 
north of Blythe, Caiifornia. 


Ripley Fire Station—Will respond to wildland fires 
south of Mcintyre County Park and north of Inter- 
state 10. 


Colorado River indian Tribes 


Will respond to structural fires in the vicinity of 
reservation lands. 


RECREATION USE IN THE 
MANAGEMENT AREA 


In the last 10 years recreation use and the recreation 
user have changed the character of the planning area. 





The introduction and adoption of personal watercraft (jet 
skis) and off-highway vehicles have created a new user 
of the Colorado River and surrounding land areas. 


There are two seasons of use. Warm-season use 
begins as soon as temperatures rise enough to allow the 
visitors to comfortably enter the waters of the Colorado 
River. The main draw to the planning area in the warm 
season is water-based recreation activities on the Colo- 
rado River. Major use on the river during weekends and 
holidays takes place between Ehrenberg, Arizona, and 
the Oxbow-Palo Verde area. Some of the main holiday 
and heavy-use weekends that fall in the warm season 
are Spring Break, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and 
Labor Day. 


Most of the users travel from the California counties 
of Orange, Riverside, and San Diego, and the Arizona 
counties of Yuma and Maricopa. To obtain a camping 
spot, the recreational users (with their boats, jet skis, and 
off-highway vehicles in tow) frequently arrive during the 
2 days preceding a weekend or a holiday. They set up 
camp in recreational vehicles or tents. On popular 
holidays users stretch their stay to 3 or 4 days. The 
demand for campsites is high, and users wil! typically 
Stay all weekend at the same campsite, whether it is at 
a developed site or not. 


On a smaller scale, recreational watercraft fishing 
occurs throughout the planning area. Frequent conflicts 
transpire between the fishing user and the jet-ski and 
powerboat user. 


The second use season is the cool season. The cool 
season begins as soon as the high-temperature aver- 
ages drop below 100° Fahrenheit and the average lows 
are in the 60° Fahrenheit range. The land surface is 
used for rockhounding, hiking, nature watching, camp- 
ing, and off-highway vehicle use. The typical users 
during this period are retired senior citizens traveling in 
recreational vehicles. They stay for extended periods of 
time in one area. Frequently they will stay longer than 
the regulated 14-day length-of-stay period. Constant 
law enforcement and recreation staff patrols are needed 
to assure the users do not extend their stay. 


During the cool season the Colorado River hosts 
limited jet-skiing and water-skiing. However, fishing 
activities remain fairly constant throughout the year. As 
temperatures lower, land-based recreation increases 
because a safer and more comfortable visit can be 
enjoyed. 


Throughout the year the planning area receives many 
visitors. in Fiscal Year 1992 an estimated 61,822 
visitors took advantage of the recreational opportunities 








INTRODUCTION 


in the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area. 


MAJOR ISSUES 


The following issues were identified by the Yuma 
Resource Area Staff and through two public scoping 
meetings. 


issue * - Visitor Services 


There are limited public access and support facilities 
along the Colorado River to meet public recreational 
demand. 


Within the planning area, six boat ramps are located 
along approximately 73 miles of the Colorado River. 
One boat ramp is located in Arizona and five are in 
California. However, all six are geographically located 
west of the present Colorado River channel. The one 
boat ramp in Arizona is at the Palo Verde Oxbow Outlet 
site. In California one boat ramp, the Riviera-Blythe 
Marina, is private and requires a fee. The boat ramps at 
Mayflower Park anu Peter Mcintyre Park are managed 
by the Riverside County government and each require a 
fee. Two of the boat ramps are located on BLM public 
land, and one is located on land within the residential 
lease known as Harvey's Fishing Hole. Historically, the 
Harvey’s Fishing Hole site has been closed to public 
use. The other public land boat ramp is located at 
Walter's Camp, a BLM concession, and a fee is charged 
for its use. 


A need exists for increased access facilities on the 
Colorado River through developed facilities. 


The current BLM-developed boat ramp at the Palo 
Verde Oxbow Outlet does not always meet the expecta- 
tions of the visitors. Infrequent maintenance of the 
support facilitias and accumulation of sand and silt in the 
boat ramp area cause visitors to use other areas for 


launching. 


During public meetings, Sandy Cove (also known as 
Hippie Cove) was mentioned as a potential BLM devel- 
opment site to help meet the on-the-ground demand for 
river access facilities. Through the inventory process of 
the planning effort, the determination was made that 
Sandy Cove is located on non-Federal land. Therefore, 
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the BLM cannot develop any recreational facilities on the 
site. However, signs will be placed in the vicinity to 
identify the public land that does exist around the Sandy 
Cove area. 


Popularity and use of the Colorado River within the 
planning area have increased from that of past years. 
Future monitoring is needed to determine if an increase 
is continuing, and if so, at what rate. 


On weekends a multitude of visitors are attracted to 
this section of the Colorado River. A major concern of 
the visitors is having their recreation expectations met 
safely. BLM law enforcement personnel presence is 
necessary to maintain a level of safety for public use. 


The Blythe Intaglios Complex cultural site is an ideal 
feature to educate the public about the lifestyle of past 
inhabitants of the desert. However, directional and 
interpretive signs and literature at the site are limited. 


Wildlife watching occurs throughout the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Special Recreation Management Area. Most 
wildlife observations require quiet, calm areas outside of 
the main usage patterns. Conflict can occur with off- 
highway vehicle usage, river use, and vehicle traffic. 


Riverbank-fishing opportunities are limited on the 
Colorado River. This is due in part to the unaccessible 
rip-rapped shoreline of the channelized portions of the 
Colorado River. 


Hunting access is oftentimes limited by opposing 
uses of the public lands. Conflicts happen when hunters 
access BLM agricultural leased lands. At times the two 
uses are not compatible. The agricultural fields can be 
damaged by vehicle and foot traffic crossing the fields. 
Leasehoiders protect their fields by keeping public land 
users off of the crops during the growing season. 


issue 2 - Resource Protection 


Off-highway vehicle use routes: Inadequate signage 
results in many fragile desert areas being used by off- 
highway vehicles. This causes damage to vegetation, 
wildlife, and visual resources. 


The Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-highway Vehicle Area 
was designated as but not utilized for competitive off- 
highway vehicle use. However, heavy open use does 
occur. 














CHAPTER 2 





MANAGEMENT GOALS AND CONSTRAINTS 


GOAL 


The principle objective of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Rec- 
reation Area Management Plan is to ensure that ad- 
equate recreation opportunities are provided for a broad 
range of recreating publics, while assuring management 
of public lands is in balance with the multiple-use con- 
cept. The BLM Yuma District will accomplish this 
objective through a mix of BLM and other public agen- 
cies, as well as through privately operated recreation 
facilities, visitor services, and recreational development 
of BLM-administered lands. 


Visitor Facilities and Services 
The goals of the planning effort are to: 


1. Enhance the facilities and services in selected ar- 
eas by development of new facilities, redesign and 
redevelopment of currently developed sites, and 
development of interpretive and Watchable Witdlife 
Viewing Areas. 


2. Enhance the existing visitor management programs 
through better facility design; development of inter- 
pretive areas, brochures, and maps; and increased 
BLM presence by way of law enforcement patrols, 
recreation staff patrols, and volunteer support. 


Resource Protection 
The goals of the planning effort are to: 


1. Increase public awareness and educate the public 
about their heritage. Reduce impacts on wildlife 
habitat and on cultural and visual resources through 
better design, placement, and construction of facili- 
ties; development of interpretive areas, brochures, 
and maps; and an increase in BLM presence by way 
of law enforcement patrols, recreation staff patrols, 
and volunteer support. 


2. Enforce existing restrictions on wood collection for 
home and commercial use in specified areas. 


3. Manage off-highway vehicle use through route and 
area designations, literature, and increased law 
enforcement, thus protecting wildlife habitat, visual 
resources, and cultural resources. 
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CONSTRAINTS 


This plan is guided by a variety of laws, regulations, 
and policies. Multiple-use management would be irmple- 
mented by this Recreation Area Management Plan. 
Multiple-use planning wouid be achieved by this plan- 
ning effort through design and location. The physical 
relationship of facility developments would allow for a 
variety of recreationa! activities to take place alongside 
of mining, agricultural, wildlife, and cultural resource- 
based operations. 


The length of stay for camping is 14 days within any 
28-day period, except in a concession, public agency 
leases, and long-term visitor areas. The length of stay 
in the concession is one 5-month period of continuous 
occupancy in a single year. Permanent residential sites 
outside the concessions will be phased out. 


This plan would take into consideration all activities 
on an equal basis and would coordinate with the corre- 
sponding planning documents for the pertinent disci- 
plines. Lands owned by State, county, and private 
parties would not be subject to this management pro- 
gram, with the exception of those BLM lands held under 
lease by other Government agencies. 


OTHER DECISIONS 


Specific recreation-related decisions made in the 
Final Yuma District Resource Management Pian of 1987 
apply to this planning area. Some of these decisions 
have already been put into action. All of the decisions 
are summarized below: 


1. Establish a Ranger force to control intensive use 


and to provide safety, resource protection, enhance- 
ment of visitor experience, and visitor management. 


2. Provide for general safety and resource protection 
by providing basic sanitation facilities and emer- 
gency services. 


3. Revise the existing Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation 
Management Plan. 


4. Revise the development plans for Walter's Camp 
concessions, if needed. 


5. Consider the visual resource in the recreation plan- 
ning process. 











10. 


11. 


MANAGEMENT GOALS AND CONSTRAINTS 


Ensure adequate recreational opportunities are 
provided fer a broad range of recreating publics 
through a mix of BLM, other agency, and privately 
operated recreation jacilities on BLM land. 


Continue to use and manage all present recreation 
use areas on BLM lands for recreation and to retain 
these lands in Federal ownership. 


Expand the Recreation Management Program to 
include additional Federal lands when warranted 
by increased needs, as demonstrated by feasibility 


and analysis. 


Conduct regular recreation supply-and-demand 
studies. 


Manage all lands in the Colorado River floodplain 
for natural resource-based recreation, wildlife habi- 
tat, and other resource values in accordance with 
floodplain management regulations. Only those 
permanent new facilities that can be made flood- 
proof will be allowed in the 100-year floodplain. 
Examples include, but are not limited to: boat 
service facilities, ramadas, boat ramps, picnic 
tables, grills, trash cans, outdoor showers, recre- 
ational vehicle sites, electrical hookups, and mo- 
bile retail concessions. Existing permanent struc- 
tures are allowed to remain in the 100-year flood- 
plain during periods of normal water levels, except 


where specifically prohibited. 


Disallow Se See 
or desert washes. 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Limit the length of stay fur camping to 14 day's 
within any 28-day period, except at concessions, 
public agency leases, and long-term visitor areas. 


Continue to lease recreation areas to concession- 
aires and to State and county parks. Use private 
enterprise to provide intensively developed recre- 
ation areas. . 


Use Federal lands for the expansion of recreation 
resource base, and any resulting environmental 
impacts can be mitigated. 


Regulate the type and intensity of development on 
leased lands to meet a wide range of recreational 


Review existing recreation leases as they come up 
for renewal, extension, or modification for alter- 
nate land use, renegotiation, or reissuance. 


Where appropriate, change the development stan- 
dards of recreation needed to comply with floodplain 


management objectives and other needs. 


As stated in the Final Yuma District Resource Man- 
agement Plan, allow no wood collecting in areas of 
high recreation use. Elsewhere, collection of iron- 
wood is limited to three pieces or 10 pounds, which- 
ever is less. 


Through the recreation management planning pro- 
cess, desiynate areas closed to wood collection. 

















CHAPTER 3 
RECREATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


The Recreation Management Program consists 
of policy guidance, land tenure adjustments, off-high- 
way vehicle designations, visitor services, use authori- 
zations, and twelve planned developments. This sec- 
tion outlines the proposed actions that address the 
major issues determined through public input. 


The Recreation Management Program directs 
future development efforts to provide a broad spectrum 
of public land recreation and to meet future visitors’ 
recreational needs and desires. This plan accommo- 
dates both river- and land-based recreation enthusiasts 
and will compliment other BLM planning efforts. Guide- 
lines are set in the plan regarding maintenance of 
facilities and resources so that recreational opportuni- 
ties dependent on them will continue into the future. 


To identify the potential recreation activity that 
public land could provide to the visitor, the BLM uses a 
set of definitions referred to as the Recreation Opportu- 


nity Spectrum. (See Figure 5.) The Recreation Oppor- 
tunity Spectrum classifies land on a basis of the type of 
recreation experience that can be achieved and the level 
of human evidence that can be expected. Recreational 
experience can vary from a group picnic to jet-skiing to 
a solo experience in a wilderness area. Examples of 
human evidence are structures; sounds of machinery; 
groups of people; developed trails or recreation facili- 
ties; and air, water, and ground pollution. Human 
evidence can range from a densely populated city to a 
pristine wilderness environment. 


These classifications are used in the planning 
effort to determine sites for potential recreation facility 
development, as well as sites where developments 
should not be placed. The public can also use these 
Classifications to determine what type of recreetion 
experience they can expect at specific locations. (See 
Map 3.) There are six different classes included in the 
spectrum. 


FIGURE 5 
RECREATION OPPORTUNITY SPECTRUM CLASSES 








Class Experience Opportunity 

Primitive (P) Opportunity for isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, to fee! a part of the natural 
environment, to have a high degree of challenge and risk, and to use outdoor skills. 

Semiprimitive Some opportunity for isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, but not as important 

Nonmotorized as for primitive opportunities. Opportunity to have high degree of interaction with the 

(SPNM) natural environment, to have moderate challenge and risk, and to use outdoor skills. 

Semiprimitive Some opportunity for isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, but not as important 

Motorized as for primitive opportunities. Opportunity to have high degree of interaction with the 

(SPM) natural environment, to have moderate challenge and risk, and to use outdoor skills. Explicit 
opportunity to use motorized equipment while in the area. 

Roaded Natural About equal opportunities for affiliation with other user groups and for isolation from the 

(RN) sights and sounds of humans. Opportunity to have a high degree of interaction with the natural 
environment. Challenge and risk opportunities are not very important, except in specific 
challenging activities. Practice of outdoor skills may be important. Opportunities for both 
motorized and nonmotorized recreation are present. 

Semiurban or Opportunities to experience affiliation with individuals and groups are prevalent, as is the 

Rural (SU) convenience of sites and opportunities. These factors are generally more important than the 
natural setting. Opportunities for wildland challenges, risk taking, and testing of outdoor skills 
are unimportant, except in those activities involving challenge and risk. 

Urban (U) Opportunities to experience affiliation with individuals and groups are prevalent, as is the 


convenience of sites and opportunities. Experiencing the natural environment and the use of 


outdoor skills are largely unimportant. 
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RECREATION MA’: AGEMENT PROGRAM 


The planning area is divided into these classes of 
recreational opportunities. Map 3 details the boundary 
of the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum classes. 


LAND TENURE ADJUSTMENTS 


Acquisition of the Gilmore’s Camp area is a priority of 
the BLM Yuma District and BLM Arizona. The legal 
description of Gilmore’s Camp is: approximately 483 
acres in section 17, Township 11 South, Range 22 East, 
San Bernardino Meridian, California. Greater details on 
the recreational developments can be found in Section 
F.6., Gilmore’s Camp Recreation Site, of this plan. 


This action would follow Section 4, Land Ownership 
Adjustment, in the Amendment to the 1987 Fina/ Yuma 
District Resource Management Plan. 


Existing residential permits will be phased out in 
accordance with the Final Yuma District Resource Man- 
agement Pian. 


GENERAL POLICY GUIDANCE 


Off-Highway Vehicle Use 


Off-highway vehicle use is permitted only within the 
Ehrenberg Sandbowi Off-highway Vehicle Area or on 
designated routes. (See Section 3.C., Off-Highway 
Vehicle Designations, for detailed information on off- 
highway vehicle use.) 


ISSUE - The interim designation of “limited to existing 
roads and trails” established by the Fina/ Yuma District 
Resource Management Planwas designed to be replaced 
by updated designations, once an inventory of existing 
trails was completed. 


GOAL - implement the Fina/ Yuma District Resource 


Management Pian by completing the route inventory 
and revisiting the route designations. 


CONCEPT - Complete the route inventory and 
designation process as a part of this planning process. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Finalize this planning document, 
sign off-highway vehicle routes, sign boundaries of open 
areas, and produce maps on designated trails. 


Other Resource Programs 


Other resource programs would continue to play an 
integral part in the multiple-use management of the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management 
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Area. All projects undertaken would produce no net loss 
of riparian habitat and visual resources, and would 
remain within the BLM-set visual resource management 
objectives. 


Wildlife 


ISSUE - Hunting conflicts occur between hunters and 
the lessees of BLM agricultural lands. Access to the 
leased lands has been denied in the past because crops 
are damaged by the increased hunting traffic. 


GOAL - Provide hunting access to BLM agriculture 
lease lands while respecting the rights of the lessees. 


CONCEPT - identify and provide access which takes 
into consideration both parties involved. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Address specific wildlife issues, 
goals, and concepts in the Lower Colorado River Habitat 
Management Plan. 


Cultural Resources 


Two widely recognized intaglio sites, the Blythe Inta- 
glios Complex and the Ripley Intaglios Complex, are 
located in the planning area next to the Colorado River. 
The Blythe Intaglios Complex is currently being man- 
aged as an interpretive site and received an estimated 
2,700 visits in Fiscal Year 1993. 


Historic cultural sites also occur in the area. 


ISSUES - In addition to the nationally known cultural 
sites, there are numerous C..iural sites throughout the 
planning area. Cultural sites are being unintentionally 
damaged, due in part to the difficulties in recognizing 
such sites. Limited interpretation is in place to explain 
the cultural sites. The interpretation presently in place is 
not nearly adequate to meet the public demand 
determined at public scoping meetings. 


GOAL - Develop interpretive sites to educate the public 
about the cultures that left behind the artifacts found 
within the planning area. Educate the public on why 
these artifacts should be protected. Provide physical 
protection for those sites that are being compromised by 
recreational activities. Leave undeveloped those sites 
which are unappropriated for public recreation. 


CONCEPT - Redevelop the Blythe Intaglios Complex 
into a facility that would adequately meet public demand 
for interpretation of past cultures. Revisit past efforts of 
damage protection of the other cultural sites located in 
the planning area to ensure the integrity of the cultural 
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RECREATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


resources. Maintain the Ripley Intaglios as they are; 
further development would not be appropriate as a great 
deal of development and public funds would be needed 
to upgrade the site for public use. If the Gilmore’s Camp 
Recreation Site is acquired, the site’s cultural resources 
would be developed to increase the public’s awareness 
of these resources. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan for the 
Blythe Intaglios Complex and Gilmore’s Camp Recreation 
Site (if acquired) with input from BLM cultural resource 
specialists. (See Section F.6., Gilmore’s Camp 
Recreation Site, and Section F.9., Blythe Intaglios 
Complex.) Native American groups would be consulted 
in the preparation of any project plan. With cooperation 
from BLM cultural resource the protection structures 
around the remaining cultural resources would be 
inventoried to assure continued protection. 


OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE 
DESIGNATIONS 


The 1987 Final Yuma District Resource Management 
Plan designated all lands not within the Ehrenberg 
Sandbowl Off-highway Vehicle Area as limited to exist- 
ing roads and trails and dry washes. This was intended 
to be an interim designation until an inventory of the 
existing roads and trails could be completed and route 
designations (open, civsed, or limited) established (see 
Map 4). Appendix C contains the route inventory and 
designation of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area. Vehicle use on all lands outside of 
developed facilities and the Ehrenberg Sandbow!l Off- 
highway Vehicle Area is limited to designated roads and 
trails and the dry washes. BLM lands west of the 
Colorado River Indian Tribes’ concessions would be 
monitored to determine the levels of use. If conflicts 
occur, a change in designations may be needed. 


This plan proposes a project plan that would change 
the designation of the Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-highway 
Vehicle Area from competitive use to open use. All open 
and limited off-highway vehicle routes would be signed. 
The Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan 
would be amended to reflect the change from limited-to- 


existing routes to limited-to-designated routes. 


A brochure identifying the designated routes in the 
area would be published. (See Section D.2., Information 
and Interpretive Services, and Section D.3., Communi- 
cative Media.) 
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VISITOR SERVICES 


Emergency and Law Enforcement 
Services 


The developed and undeveloped recreation sites 
from Ehrenberg, Arizona, to the Oxbow Recreation Site 
are currently patrolled by the local Sheriff and occasion- 
ally by BLM law enforcement personnel. With the 
growing popularity of the Colorado River and the use of 
off-highway vehicles, more visitors are using this area. 
Local county law enforcement officers are unable to 
effectively cove: the entire area during high use. For 
more consistent coverage and BLM presence, BLM 
patrols would be increased in the high-use portions of 
the planning area. BLM Rangers would therefore sched- 
ule regular patrols through the high-use areas. In- 
creased BLM visibility would boost public awareness of 
the BLM laws, policies, and regulations regarding recre- 
ation on public lands. 


Information and Interpretive 
Services 


Wayside Exhibits: Interpretive signage would be 
installed in the Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area (Sec- 
tion F.4. Oxbow Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area), in the 
off-highway vehicle use areas, along the roadways, in 
hunting and fishing areas, in new interpretive and day- 
use areas, and within the Blythe Intaglios Complex (a 
National Register of Historic Places site). 


Communicative Media 


Maps and brochures would be developed which iden- 
tify the off-highway vehicle use designations, Watchable 
Wildlife Viewing Area, cultural sites, and other devel- 
oped recreation sites. Interpretive signs, plaques, and 
waysides would be designed in accordance with the 
interpretive theme set for the individual areas of use. 


USE AUTHORIZATIONS 


Recreation Permits 


Special recreation permits, including commercial event 
and vending permits, would be considered on a case-by- 
case basis. Off-highway vehicle competitive events 
would only be considered for the Ehrenberg Sandbowl 
Off-highway Vehicle Area when in accordance with the 
Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan of 
1987. 








RECREATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


Concessions and Leases 


There is one existing concession lease in the plan- 
ning area, the Walter's Camp concession. This 
concession’s recreational facilities will continue to pro- 
vide the public with opportunities to enjoy water-based 
activities, camping, off-highway vehicle use, and other 
land-based activities. The BLM’s Concession Manage- 
ment Program would continue to monitor the concession 
for compliance with existing guidelines and policies. 
The BLM would make determinations to expand the 
existi: 1g concessions and/or add concessions within the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 
to provide for public recreation demand. 


Recreation and Public Purposes 
Act Leases 


The BLM would continue the cooperative relation- 
ships with those agencies and organizations that oper- 
ate on public lands under Recreation and Public Pur- 
poses Act leases. The BLM would continue to process 
applications for Recreation and Public Purposes Act 
leases within the guidelines of this plan, and would 
recognize recreation-carrying capacities and wildlife 
habitat needs. Recreation and Public Purposes Act 
leases may continue to be issued to States for their 
political subdivisions, nonprofit corporations, and asso- 
ciations for proposed projects to provide recreational 
facilities or services for the benefit of the public. 


There is one Recreation and Public Purposes Act 
lease in the planning area. It is located in a portion of lot 
4, section 11, Township 3 North, Range 22 West, Gila 
and Salt River Meridian, Arizona. 


Residential Permits and Leases 


Permits 


There are eight year-to-year residential permits within 
the planning area. The proposed developments for 
Horse Island Interpretive Overlook, Walter's Camp Fish- 
ing Pier, and the Old River Channel Fishing Pier would 
directly affect the year-to-year residential permits of: (1) 
Millard, Elmore and Hall - CA 23502, (2) Tice/Verburg - 
CA 23504, (3) Gravelin - CA 23508, (4) Smith - CA 
23509, (5) Williams and Sandoval - CA 23510, (6) 
Wisherd and Jones - CA 23511, and (7) Newton/Kelley 
- CA 23513. Those residential permits not directly 
affected by the planned actions would be evaluated in 
relationship to the recreational activity taking place. If 
the residential permits are found to be impacting the 
recreation expectations of the general public, they would 


22 


be phased out in accordance with the Final Yuma District 
Resource Management Plan. 


Leases 


Harvey’s Fishing Hole (also known as 
Sportsman’s Paradise) 


Harvey’s Fishing Hole is a 27-acre subdivision lo- 
cated about 16 miles south of Blythe, California, in 
Imperial County. The subdivision occupies Federal land 
on the California side of the Colorado River. The land is 
located in the 100-year floodplain, directly on the 
riverbank, with easy river access. The subdivision 
contains 96 lots, many of which are unimproved. Cur- 
rently, 56 of the lots are leased. Lot improvements range 
from small travel trailers and mobile homes to moder- 
ately sized homes. Few occupants are permanent, full- 
time residents; the majority are California residents 
using the residential lease for weekend recreation and 
extended vacations. 


History of Harvey’s Fishing Hole 


The iands occupying the area where Harvey's Fish- 
ing Hole is now situated were first surveyed in 1902. The 
legal land description at that time was described as a 
portion of the SW'4NW'4, section 21, Township 1 North, 
Range 23 West, Gila and Salt River Meridian, Yuma 
County, Arizona. These lands were located on the 
Arizona side of the Colorado River and were therefore 
considered within the boundaries of Arizona. 


On January 30, 1914, the lands (still located in the 
State of Arizona) were patented to Mr. S. E. Carlin. This 
parcel of land totalled 160 acres. Before and after the 
issuance of the patent, the Colorado River was flowing 
and changing the land features of this area. Through the 
action of natural forces, the Colorado River moved to the 
south. This caused the iands of Mr. S. E. Carlin to 
gradually decrease until most of his lands had been 
washed away by the gradual process of river erosion. 


Simultaneously, deposition of river sediment was 
occurring on the banks of the California side of the 
Colorado River. The newly deposited river sediment 
formed surveyable lands. These new lands were sur- 
veyed and included in the State of California’s bound- 
aries within section 4, Township 9 South, Range 22 
East, San Bernardino Meridian, California. These new 
lands formed contiguous to Federally owned lands. 
Under the principles of accretion (the increase of land by 
the action of natural forces), these new lands became 
the property of the adjoining landowner, in this case the 
United States Government. 

















EHRENBERG—CIBOLA SPECIAL 


RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA 


OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE 





































































































ane 
Bee - _ 
— 
BASE MAP LEGEND 
<== Plenning tree Boundary 
Reed Cimeadecwtions 
—— mtersicte Highee, 
—— WNen-mierstete Hegheoy 
== Prumery Meee poves 
—— Primary Reed unpeved 
— Secendery Reed poved 
~ Secendery Ress unpeves 
~~ @ UD Tren 
_ | 
ae 
“s, a @ f 
= 
me ~ rf 
son ~. _ 
it ON -* , 
’ . a 
a a. os a’ 
_— sst = my 
= é , ~~ - 
4 ‘ * or 
%} ,s A x ¢.. 
fi, —_ 
ty 
heal, 
























































































































































ees 7 “p= 4 
toe f 
' tea 
tes 
— 
ane ane 
tre 
Ba 
toe iE 
p = 
see _ 
— tee Pd we er a 
, Y a 
we 
LOCATION MAGRAMS 
ar 
to. 
— s =u ae _— » * 
—_——ae 
ees ee eee ee 
co Sa 
tt 54 - he 
Eaters. 
rE tee Map 4 
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE 
we 
tee 
nen ane on ame —_ 

















RECREATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


As this natural process was occurring, Mr. S. E. Carlin 
presumed ownership of the newly formed riverbank 
lands and sold a portion of these lands (then located in 
California on Federal Government land) to Mr. R. F. 
Goulette in 1952. In this same year Mr. R. F. Goulette 
sold this accreted land to Mr. K. E. Harvey. Mr. K. E. 
Harvey then subdivided the parcel into homesites. This 
new subdivision located in California became known as 
Harvey's Fishing Hole (andis also known as Sportsman's 
Paradise). 


Other lands along the Colorado River were formed by 
the process of accretion. One such parcel was the 
subject of litigation in the Federal courts in 1965, Beaver 
v. United States, Civil 2468-SD-K. This case, with 
identical circumstances to the Harvey’s Fishing Hole 
subdivision, was settled in favor of the United States. 
The precedent set by Beaver v. United States, Civil 
2468-SD-K, was later applied to the Harvey's Fishing 
Hole case, stating the area of Harvey's Fishing Hole was 
Federal land through the process of accretion. The 
occupants of Harvey’s Fishing Hole were offered per- 
mits to legalize their occupancy of Federal lands. The 
occupants refused to sign the permits; therefore, they 
were trespassing on Federal land. Trespass action was 
then initiated by the Federal Government. 


To resolve this residential trespass situation, the 
United States Government brought the Harvey’s Fishing 
Hole case to the United States District Court in San 
Diego in late 1976. Federal ownership of the land was 
affirmed in this court through a jury trial with damages for 
past land use awarded to the United States. The 
decision of this court was upheld in November 1981 by 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. On October 4, 1982, 
the residenis filed a petition for a writ of certiorari and 
brought it before the United States Supreme Court. The 
United States Supreme Court, affirming Federal owner- 
ship of the disputed property, denied the petition from 
the Harvey’s Fishing Hole residents. 


In accordance with the United States Supreme Court 
Order, the United States Attorney issued a demand for 
the residents to vacate the property by January 12, 
1983. Before the deadline was reached, the Secretary 
of the Interior approved the option of issuing limited-term 
leases to the occupants of Harvey's Fishing Hole. This 
decision was mice to reduce hardships on the residents 
and allow them to amortize their financial investments 
on the Federally owned lots. With this agreement the 
occupants could remain on the land for a 10-year period; 
however, the land would remain in Federal ownership. 
The occupants were required to pay te Federal Gov- 
ernment for damages, plus interest, before leases were 
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issued. Ifno public use plans for the lands are developed 
before the 10 years are up, the leases could be extended 
for one 5-year term. 


Ail of the leases have a 10-year term with an expira- 
tion date of June 30, 1993. The leases may be extended 
if the determination is made that the property is not 


‘needed for other purposes. As of June 30, 1988, 49 of 


the 60 leases were sold or transferred to new owners. 
This resulted in only 11 leases being held by the original 
occupants of the Harvey’s Fishing Hole subdivision. 
Transfers of leasehold interests are no longer allowed, 
in accordance with the terms and conditions of the lease 
agreements with the BLM. For further information, see 
Section F.3., Harvey’s Fishing Hole Recreation Site, of 
this plan. 


PLANNING AND SITE 
DEVELOPMENT 


The following developments within the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Special Recreation Management Area include 
new facilities and redevelopment of existing facilities. 
(See Map 2.) Locations of the site developments and 
redevelopments were determined through the availabil- 
ity of public lands and the suitability of sites to provide the 
desired recreational activity. Criteria considered in site 
Suitability included: (1) proximity of the sites to heavily 
used traffic corridors and existing use patterns, (2) 
complete coverage of recreational opportunities through- 
out the planning area, and (3) the linking of developed 
sites to one another. Visitor-use statistics mentioned in 
the subsequent sections have been derived through 
visitor counts taken by the BLM recreation staff, volun- 
teers, and law enforcement personnel. Visitor-use sta- 
tistics are compiled and submitted yearly to the BLM 
Washington D.C. Office by each BLM State Office. 


New facility development and existing facility redevel- 
opment would disturb as few native plants, wildlife, and 
Cultural sites as possible. It is BLM policy that projects 
produce no net loss of riparian habitat, and visual 
resources will not be impaired. All site development 
would follow the accessibility standards of the BLM. An 
architectural theme would be set and all project plans 
would adhere to this theme. The Final Yuma District 
Resource Management Plan limits facilities within the 
100-year floodplain to day use that can handle inunda- 
tion. This Recreation Area Management Plan sets the 
parameters for the project plans that follow. The project 
plans would include fine details of each site. Each 
project plan would include an Environmental Assess- 
ment that would be tiered to this plan. 
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FIGURE 6 
FUTURE PROJECT PLANS 





Project Name 


Oxbow Recreation Site 

Ehrenberg Sandbow!l Off-Highway Vehicle Area 
Harvey’s Fishing Hole Recreation Site 
Oxbow Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area 
Tom Wells Back Country Byway 
Gilmore’s Camp Recreation Site 

Horse Island Interpretive Overlook 

A-7 Boat Ramp 

Old River Channel Fishing Pier 

Blythe Intaglios Complex 

Big Wash Day-Use Area 

Walter's Camp Area Fishing Pier 








Oxbow Recreation Site 

ANNUAL USE DATA - Fiscal Year 1992 estimates: 
Visits - Day use: 9,000; Camping: 6,000. 

Visitor Hours - Day use: 31,700; Camping: 198,000. 


BACKGROUND NOTE - This facility was identified as a 
“Legacy 99” construction project in 1988—"the Palo 
Verde Oxbow Day-Use Area.” “Legacy 99” was a 1988 
Department of the Interior initiative to identify and 
categorize the upgrading of existing facilities to current 
standards. The Palo Verde Oxbow Day-Use Area was 
categorized as a partial reconstruction or new facility 
construction to meet current on-the-ground use. Its 
purpose was to reestablish the day-use facilities. Issues 
identified during the planning process’s public scoping 
revealed that day-use facilities would not meet the 
current demand. Also, the “Legacy 99” proposed projects 
for the “Palo Verde Diversion Campground” and the 
“Oxbow Area Campground Resort” would exceed the 
camping demand for the area. Therefore, these “Legacy 
99” proposals are being combined into the Oxbow 
Recreation Site. 


ISSUES - A need exists for redevelopment of this 
recreation site. The site receives tremendous amounts 
of visits, far more than it was designed for. The current 
facilities do not meet the expectations nor the needs of 
the recreating public. The developed boat ramp is 
operational only when there is an adequate water level. 
Most of the time the boat ramp is nonfunctional due to 
river sediment buildup. The recreation site is lacking 
maintenance. The trash receptacle oftentimes overflows 





and trash blows onto the surrounding areas, leaving 
unsightly piles of trash in the camping areas. Because 
the vault toilets are inadequate, public users create pit 
latrines throughout the area. 


GOAL - Redevelop this camping/day-use facility to 
provide for public safety and resource protection. 
Upgrade the current facilities by reorganizing the area to 
improve the quality of the camping sites and the 
distribution of the day use. Improve the maintenance 
and the law enforcement presence at the site. 
CONCEPT - The facility would be redesigned to enhance 
river access. This would be accomplished through 
better placement of the boat ramp, identified boat-trailer 
parking, designated campsites, and a day-use area. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan that 
considers the: 


1. Upgrade of the rest room facility to include water. 
2. Redistribution and enhancement of the campsites. 


3. Redesign of the boat-trailer and day-use parking 
areas. 


4. Upgrade of the trash facilities. 


5. Implementation of a fee structure that reflects im- 
provements and considers visitors and use. 


6. Relocation of the boat ramp. 


7. Establishment of a short off-highway vehicle trail 
within the recreation site. 


Establish a cooperative agreement with the Bureau of 
Reclamation to dredge the boat ramp outlet. 


Monitor the recreation use occurring in the facility through 
traffic counters and physicai counts. 


Increase BLM law enforcement patrols. 

Increase maintenance of facilities. 

Potential partnerships: 

1. State of Arizona - State Lakes Improvement Fund. 


2. State of Arizona - off-highway vehicle grant funding. 


3. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 
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4. Palo Verde volunteer groups - cleanup. 
implement the project pian. 


Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-Highway 
Vehicle Area 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Fiscal Year 1992 estimates. 
Visits: 2,000. Visitor Hours: 4,800. 


BACKGROUND NOTE - This facility was identified as a 
“Legacy 99” construction project in 1988—the “Ehrenberg 
Sandbowl Off-highway Vehicle Area.” “Legacy 99” was 
a 1988 Department of the Interior initiative to identify and 
categorize the upgrading of existing facilities to current 
standards. The Ehrenberg Sandbowi Off-highway 
Vehicle Area was categorized as anew construction, the 
purpose of this facility was to implement the off-highway 
vehicle intensive-use area. 


ISSUES - The Final Yuma District Resource Management 
Planidentified and designated the Ehrenberg Sandbowl 
site as a competitive-use area; however, competitive 
use is limited. The site is utilized for open use. The 1977 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Management Plan also 
identified this site and the plans to improve it. To date no 
project plans have been written nor has any development 
been carried out. 


GOAL - Match the management of this site with public 
recreational need. 


CONCEPT - Change the designation of the Ehrenberg 
Sandbowil site from a competitive-use to an open-use 
off-highway vehicle area. (See Map 2 for a geographic 
location of the affected area.) The Final Yuma District 
Resource Management Plan would be amended to 
reflect the change in designation. Signs would delineate 
the off-highway vehicle area and direct users into the 
area. A loop trail leading out of the off-highway vehicie 
area would be created by modifying existing trails and 
adding directional signs. On-site support facilities would 
include a parking\staging area, rest room facilities, and 
a picnic area with ramada structures. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a “Legacy 99” project 
plan that considers the: 


1. Development of a picnic area with shade structures 
that support the off-highway vehicle use. 


2. Development of a sign plan that delineates the 
boundary of the off-highway vehicle open-use area 
and directs users into the area. 
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3. Development of a parking/staging area. 
4. Development of rest room facilities. 
5. Association to the BLM’s “Tread Lightly” initiative. 


Complete all clearances required by the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act. 


Amend the 1987 Yuma District Resource Management 
Plan to reflect the designation change. 


Monitor the use of the facility. 
Potential partnerships: 


1. Four-Wheel Drive Association of Arizona - monitor- 
ing, maintenance, and education programs. 


2. State of Arizona - off-highway vehicle grant funding. 


3. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


4. Arizona Department of Transportation - distribution 
of brochures at the welcome center. 


5. Tread Lightly, Inc. - educational materials. 


Implement project plans. 


Harvey’s Fishing Hole Recreation 
Site 


ISSUES - There is a demonstrated need for watercraft 
access to and related facilities near the Colorado River. 
The Harvey's Fishing Hole site has excellent access via 
a paved county road that connects with Interstate 10. 
This site provides needed access to the Colorado River 
at a location that receives high levels of use. The 
Harvey’s Fishing Hole site is one of the best main 
channel river access points on BLM-administered land 
within the planning area. Itis a prime parcel for land- and 
water-based recreational development. In addition, any 
recreational development would be at a lower cost as the 
site is already leveled and graded for use. 


GOAL - Provide watercraft and swimming access to the 
Colorado River. Provide land-based recreation and day 
and overnight use next to the river. 


CONCEPT - Develop a public recreational area which 
would provide boat-launching facilities, day- and 
overnight-use areas, fishing, parking, and other land- 
based recreational facilities. 
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IMPLEMENTATION - Compiete one of the following 
development processes to provide for the recreation 
needs of the public. 


Open the land to all recreating publics through a recre- 
ation concession lease for the land. This concession 
Award of the concession lease would be handled through 
appropriate BLM procedures. 


Write and implement a project plan for a BLM-adminis- 
tered recreation fee site that considers the: 


1. Development of a day-use picnic area. 


2. Development of a tent and recreational vehicle 
camping area. 


3. Redevelopment of the existing boat ramp. 


4. Development of rest room facilities with running 
water. 


5. Trash collection maintenance contract. 


6. Development of associated parking areas for facili- 
ties. 


7. Swimming beach. 
8. Interpretive signage, exhibits, and kiosks. 


9. Association to the BLM’s “Fishing Has No Bound- 
aries” and The Department of the Interior's “Take a 
Friend Fishing’ initiatives. 

10. Potential partnerships: 
State of California Boating and Waterways Im- 
provement Funds - grant funding. 


Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of 
brochures. 


Through a local government recreation site, open the 
land up to all recreating publics by way of a Recreation 
and Public Purposes Act lease. 


As per the existing Secretary of the Interior-approved 
limited-term lease, issue an approved one-time-only, 5- 
year extension. 
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Oxbow Watchable Wiiclife Viewing 
Area 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Not available as this site is not 
yet developed. However, this type of use is heavy 
throughout the planning area. Estimated use is 2,500 
visits. 


ISSUE - Public interest in wildlife watching is high. 
Conflict occurs between wildlife viewers and other 
recreating publics due to related noise, crowds, and 
movement. A need exists to develop an area secluded 
from other recreation uses to facilitate quiet, unobtrusive 
opportunities to observe wildlife. 


GOAL - Provide the public with a nationally recognized 
Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area for enjoyable wildlife 
viewing that is separated from other activities. 


CONCEPT - Develop a Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area 
located next to the oxbow of the Colorado River in the 
Palo Verde Valley. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan that 
considers the: 


1. Development of a nature trail with an observation 
pier looking onto the oxbow. 


2. Development of an observation blind in which to 
view wildlife. 


3. Development of an interpretive plan for the site 
consistent with Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area 
standards. 


4. Association to the BLM’s “Watchable Wildlife” initia- 
tive. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


2. Palo Verde volunteer groups - cleanup. 


3. State of Arizona Game and Fish Department - 
Heritage Grant. 


Implement the project plan. 
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Tom Wells Back Country Byway 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Fiscal Year 1992 estimated 
visitor use of back roads. 


Visits: 2,580. Visitor Hours: 7,470. 


ISSUES - A designated route is needed to lead visitors 
off the main travel corridors and onto less-used scenic 
routes. One of the activities enjoyed by visitors to the 
desert climate is driving the back roads. Visitors frequently 
take rides in highway and off-highway vehicles to 
sightsee. The Tom Wells Road is a popular route for 
desert-sightseeing traffic throughout the year. It offers 
a beautiful view of the Colorado River Valley and a 
dramatic scene of the desert. Along this route, hints of 
past and present mining can be seen. The Tom Wells 
Road can be accessed from Interstate 10 east of 
Ehrenberg, Arizona. This access point offers high 
visibility for the BLM Back Country Byways Program and 
has the potential to attract many users. The route is an 
improved gravel road that offers fair access. 


GOAL - Provide users with a known travel route to 
explore the desert by vehicle, while introducing users to 
the desert climate and past human use of the area. Use 


the BLM Back Country Byways Program to identify this 
route as a destination. 


CONCEPT - Delineate the Tom Wells Road, through 
signs, as a designated route that takes users off the main 
roads and onto a back road. This route would introduce 
users to the desert climate and uses of the desert by 
means of interpretive kiosks and a route guide. The 
route would meet all standards set by the guidelines of 


the BLM Back Country Byways Program. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Nominate the route to the BLM 
Back Country Byways Program. 


Prepare a project plan that considers the: 


1. Guidelines set in the BLM’s Back Country Byways 
Program. 


2. Placement of signs to direct and inform users. 


3. Development of tourism information and interpre- 
tive brochures. 


4. Interpretive theme for the route. 
Potential partnerships: 


1. State of Arizona - off-highway vehicle grant funding. 








2. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


3. Arizona Department of Transportation - distribution 
of brochures at the welcome center. 


4. Tread Lightly, Inc. - educational materials. 


implement the project plan. 


Gilmore’s Camp Recreation Site 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Not known as this site is 
undeveloped. Estimated use would be 9,000 visits after 


completion. 


BACKGROUND NOTE - Gilmore’s Camp is a location 
on which a trailer park was situated. The entire area was 
inundated by high waters of the Colorado River in June 
1983. This flood destroyed the residential trailers. Prior 
to the inundation during the floods of June 1983, Gilmore’s 
Camp was a privately operated trailer park located on 
land leased from the Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company 
Land Department. At this time the Gilmore’s Camp area 
is still privately owned; however, it is vacant land. This 
parcel of land is a recognized high priority for acquisition 
by the BLM Yuma District and BLM Arizona. 


ISSUES - A need exists to provide a river-use overnight 
camp, wildlife area, and day-use area along this portion 
of the river. Gilmore’s Camp is located directly adjacent 
to the main channel of the Coiorado River. The area is 
relatively level and has excellent access to the Colorado 
River. Very few sites in the vicinity have such an 
excellent access to the main channel of the river. Most 
sites are either located on a backwater to the Colorado 
River or have limited access due to the rip-rapped 
shoreline of the channelized river. 


Several unique cultural features are located next to the 
riverbanks. Significant cultural resources are also located 
on a terrace above the Colorado River floodplain. 
Included at the site are a circular dance pathway, an 
anthropomorphic (human figure) geoglyph, a Native 
American village site, an aboriginal trail system, pottery 
shards, lithic tool manufacturing areas, and sleeping 
circles. If the Gilmore’s Camp area was acquired and 
developed, the cultural sites would require physical 
barriers to prevent their being damaged. 


In relationship to other recreation facilities, Gilmore’s 
Camp, if acquired and developed, could fill a gap by 
providing public outdoor recreational opportunities in 
day-use, river camping, river access, and wildlife viewing 
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areas. This site is ideal for a boat-in camping area as it 
is the last feasible location to camp before entering the 
imperial National Wildlife Refuge. Camping is not allowed 
on the shoreline along the river or within the Imperial 
National Wildlife Refuge. There are no developed 
camping sites for 18 miles. This site would also be an 
excellent location for a take-out point on 1-day canoe 
trips from Blythe, California. For weekend canoe trips, 
Gilmore’s Camp is an ideal beginning point for users 
driving from Yuma, Arizona. 


A positive factor of the site is its large, level clearing 
where the trailer park was situated. Development of a 
picnic area on this site could be easily accomplished with 
minimal removal of native vegetation. In addition, the 
condition of the landscape would require less funding to 
develop than a site not already cleared and leveled. 


GOAL - Develop a recreation site that meets public 
needs for river access. The recreation site would be 
compatible with the Ehrenberg-Cibola Habitat 
Management Plan Amendment and the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Cultural Resource Plan. 


CONCEPT - The facility would primarily provide day-use 
recreation activities. Access to the Colorado River 
would be provided by a one-lane boat ramp. Facilities 
would be developed to accommodate picnic use. Minimal 
overnight tent camping would be provided for boaters 
using the Colorado River. These tent-camping sites 
would be developed on the riverbank with access only by 
way of the Colorado River. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Acquire the Gilmore's Camp 
parcel. 


Prepare a project plan that considers the: 


1. Development of a one-lane boat ramp with associ- 
ated parking lot. 


2. Development of a day-use picnic area. 

3. Development of riverside tent-camping sites. 

4. Development of vault toilet rest room facilities. 

5. Development of trash facilities. 

6. Association to the BLM’s “Fishing Has No Bound- 


aries,” “Watchable Wildlife,” “Adventures in the Past,” 
and “Heritage Education” initiatives. 


Monitor the recreation site use through traffic counts and 
physical counts. 


Interpret and protect the cultural features located on the 
site. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. State of California Boating and Waterways Im- 
provement Funds - grant funding. 


Implement the project plan. 


Horse Island Interpretive Overlook 


ANNUAL USE DATA - This site is presently used as a 
nondesignated highway stop. No use figures are 
available. After development is finished, the estimated 
use is 10,000 visits. 


ISSUES - Along the lower Colorado River corridor there 
are limited natural history interpretive opportunities. A 
need exists to inform and educate visitors about the 
importance of the Colorado River to the lives and cultures 
of past and present inhabitants of this area. This site 
overlooks a bend and backwater of the Colorado River 
and is extremely scenic. It is located approximately 16 
miles north of Blythe, California, and directly east of 
California Route 95, which receives heavy traffic year- 
round. In the winter season visitors from the north 
frequently use this route. A portion of this site is being 
used under a year-to-year residential permit. 


GOAL - This facility would be developed to increase 
public awareness of the BLM mission, as well as educate 
the user about the Colorado River through an interpretive 
wayside exhibit. 


CONCEPT - Develop a roadside stop on Highway 95 for 
motorists to stop, relax, and learn about the surrounding 
area while enjoying the scenery. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan inat 
considers the: 


1. Theme and placement of interpretive exhibits. 


2. Development ofa shade structure and placement of 
picnic tables. 


3. Association to the BLM’s “Adventures in the Past” 
and “Heritage Education” initiatives. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 
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2. State of California Department of Transportation. 
Implement the project plan. 


A-7 Boat Ramp 


ANNUAL USE DATA- Estimated use at the undeveloped 
site during Fiscal Year 1992. 


Visits: 2,000. Visitor Hours: 5,000. 


ISSUES - The need exists to increase access onto the 
Colorado River from the Arizona side throughout the 
planning area. At present, visitors utilizing the Arizona 
side of the Colorado River use dry washes for boat 
ramps. These dry washes lead out to the quick currents 
on the main channel of the Colorado River, thereby 
posing safety hazards when boats are launched. The A- 
7 site is a slow current backwater to the river. The 
proposed location sits back from the main channel and 
the influences of sediment deposition. Other boat ramps 
on the river are susceptible to sediment buildup that 
makes them useless. Dredging of the A-7 site has just 
been completed, leaving this body of water with a deep 
base and years of use. While the dredging was taking 
place, this site was used by the Bureau of Reclamation 
for launching watercraft. This in turn has left the land 
manipulated, creating a launch grade into the backwater 
and a leveled area that could be used for a parking lot. 


GOAL - Provide public river launch access from the 
Arizona side of the river with a minimum of disturbance 
to existing habitat and shoreline. Reduce the launching 
hazards posed by use of dry washes as boat ramps. 


CONCEPT - Develop a boat ramp, day-use area, and 
parking facility to accommodate the river users accessing 
the Colorado River on the Arizona side. Decrease the 
use of dry washes for boat ramps and provide a safer 
means of accessing the river. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan that 
considers the: 


1. Development of a one-lane boat ramp. 
2. Development of a parking facility. 


3. Development of a day-use area with tables and 
ramadas. 


4. Association to the BLM’s “Fishing Has No Bound- 
aries” anc The Department of the Interior's “Take a 
Friend Fishing’ initiatives. 
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Potential partnerships: 
1. State of Arizona - State Lakes Improvement Fund. 


2. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 
Implement the project piun. 


Blythe intaglios Complex 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Fiscal year 1992 estimates. 
Visits - 2,700. Visitor Hours: 2,160. 


BACKGROUND NOTE: This facility was identified as a 
“Legacy 99” construction project in 1988—"Big Marias 
Area of Critical Environmental Concem.” “Legacy 99” 
was a 1988 Department of the interior initiative to identify 
and categorize the upgrading of existing facilities to 
current standards. The Big Marias Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern was categorized as a partial 
reconstruction or new facility construction to meet current 
on-the-ground use. The project's purpose was to 
implement visitor management facilities and interpretive 
materials on the existing site. 


ISSUES - Redevelopment of this interpretive facility is 
needed. Insufficient signage indicating the location of 
the world-class intaglios adds to confusion at the site. 
The entrance on U.S. Route 95 does not allow for 


adequate response time for turning into the site. 
Directional signs on the site are not present nor are there 


sufficient interpretive displays describing the site. The 
entrance road is lined with post and cable, is very rough 
with many potholes, and requires road maintenance. A 
short walk into the desert is necessary to view the 
intaglios, but no designated or maintained trail exists to 
facilitate this walk. Thus, many pathways across the 
fragile desert floor are created. Protection of the cultural 
resources is achieved through chain-link fencing, which 
alters archaeological integrity and compromises the 
interpretive quality of the site. Brochures describing the 
intaglios may be obtained at the Yuma District Office; 
however, no literature is available at the site. 


GOAL - Provide an easy-access, quality interpretive site 
that has an identifiable theme, adequate signage, and a 
trail system. 


CONCEPT - With the aid of the BLM cultural resource 
specialist and local Native American groups, the site 
would be redesigned to appropriately interpret these 
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world-class archaeological features. Redesign would 
include: 

1. Upgrading the entrance road and parking areas. 
2. Increasing signage throughout the site. 


3. Developing an interpretive theme that addresses 
the past lives and culture of the intaglios artisans. 


4. Increasing interpretive efforts within the site. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a “Legacy 99” project 
plan that considers the: 


1. Upgrade of the entrance road and parking lot. 
2. Increased use of signage. 

3. Establishment of a trail system. 

4. Placement of enhanced viewing stations. 

5. Development of an interpretive theme. 


6. Association with the BLM’s “Adventures in the Past” 
and “Heritage Education” initiatives. 


Potential partnerships: 
1. Local Native Americans. 


2. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


3. Arizona Department of Transportation - identifica- 
tion of the interpretive site at the welcome centers. 


4. Bureau of Reclamation 


5. Blythe Boy Scout or Girl Scout groups - cleanup of 
site. 


6. Tread Lightly, Inc. - educational materials. 


Implement the project plan. 


Big Wash Day-Use Area 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Not available at this specific site. 
Estimated use of the site after development is 10,000 
visits. 


ISSUES - Along the Colorado River corridor there are 
limited natural history interpretive opportunities. There 
are limited opportunities for the public to pull off along 


U.S. Route 95 and enjoy the scenic beauty of the 
Colorado River. A need exists to inform and educate 
visitors about the BLM and the importance of the Colorado 
River in the lives of past and present inhabitants of this 
area. The Big Wash area is a scenic spot along the river 
that has a terrace overlooking the wash. Both the 
terrace and the wash could be used for education and 


enjoyment by the public. 


GOAL - Increase the ability of the public to enjoy the 
scenic quality of the Colorado River. 


CONCEPT - Develop the Big Wash area into a day-use 
recreation area. Picnic tables and a scenic interpretive 
trail with a river overlook would be included at this site. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Prepare a project plan that 
considers the: 


1. Development of an interpretive trail and scenic 
overlook. 


2. Development of an interpretive theme for the day- 
use area. 


3. Association to the BLM’s “Adventures in the Past” 
and “Heritage Education” initiatives. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


2. State of California Department of Transportation. 


3. Tread Lightly, Inc. - educational materials. 


Implement the project plan. 


Old River Channel Fishing Pier 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Not available as this site is not 
yet developed. Estimated use is 3,000 visits. 


ISSUES - This location is currently the site of four year- 
to-year residential permits. It is located adjacent to a 
backwater of the Colorado River. Due to a lack of 
access, the fishing opportunities in this vicinity are 
limited. The site is ideal for development of fishing 
access. 


GOAL - Provide a universally accessible facility for all 
users to access the waters of the Colorado River for pier 
fishing in an area that has limited opportunities for this 
type of fishing activity. 





RECREATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


CONCEPT - The facility would be designed to meet all 

accessibility criteria. It would include a parking area, trail 

IMPLEMENTATION - 

considers the: 

1. Development of a fishing pier located on the back- 
water of the Colorado River. 


2. Development of a trail system to bring visitors from 
the parking lot to the fishing pier. 


3. Development of a parking lot to accommodate the 
fishing pier. 


Prepare a project plan that 


4. Placement of vault toilet rest room facilities. 
5. Accessibility criteria. 


6. Association to the BLM’s “Fishing Has No Bound- 
aries” and The Department of the Interior's “Take a 
Friend Fishing” initiatives. 


Monitor the use of the recreation facility. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. State of California Boating and Waterways Im- 
provement Funds - grant funding. 


2. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


Implement the project plan. 


Walter’s Camp Area Fishing Pier 


ANNUAL USE DATA - Not available as this site is not 
yet developed. Estimated use is 5,000 visits. 


ISSUES - Due to a lack of available river access, the 
fishing opportunities in this vicinity are limited. During 
the two scoping meetings held as part of the planning 
effort, this area was identified by the public as an ideal 
location for a fishing pier. Currently, this location is the 
site of two year-to-year residential permits, and it is 
located adjacent to a backwater of the Colorado River 
and the Walter's Camp concession. 


GOAL - Provide a universally accessible facility for all 
users to access the waters of the Colorado River for pier 
fishing in an area that has limited opportunities for this 


type of fishing activity. 





CONCEPT - Develop a public recreational facility that 
would be designed to meet all accessibility criteria. The 
facility would include a parking area and fishing pier. 


IMPLEMENTATION - Complete one of the following 
development processes to provide for the recreation 
needs of the public. 


1. Open the land to all recreating publics through an 
expansion of the existing recreation concession 
lease. 


2. Write and implement a project plan for a BLM- 
administered recreation fee site that considers the: 


Development of a fishing pier located on the back- 
water of the Colorado River 


Development of a parking lot to accommodate the 
fishing pier. 


Accessibility criteria. 


Association to the BLM’s “Fishing Has No Bound- 
aries” and The Department of the Interior's “Take a 
Friend Fishing” initiatives. 


3. Through a local government recreation site, open 
the land to all recreating publics by way of a Recre- 
ation and Public Purposes Act lease. 


Potential partnerships: 


1. State of California Boating and Waterways |m- 
provement Funds - grant funding. 


2. Blythe Chamber of Commerce - distribution of bro- 
chures. 


SIGN PLAN 


The foliowing sign plan provides general guidelines 
for signage use throughout the Ehrenberg-Cibola Spe- 
cial Recreation Management Area. The BLM Manual 
sign standards apply to all signage within the planning 
area. In addition, all signs must conform to the estab- 
lished architectural and engineering design theme. 


This sign plan would provide uniformity and consis- 
tency of design and placement of signs to enhance 
visual resources. 


1. Traffic Control Signs 
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All traffic control sign design and placement shail 
meet the standards set forth in BLM Manual 9131, 
Transportation Signs, and in the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices. 


2. Identification Signs 


All signs identifying administrative sites, campgrounds. 
day-use areas, and Watchable Wildlife Viewing Areas 
would conform to the BLM national policy for design and 
placement. Signs within the recreation areas would 
follow the architectural theme established for the pian- 
ning area. Placement of the signs would be determined 


by the site-specific project plans. 
3. Interpretive Signs 


All interpretive signs would follow the inierpretive 
theme set for the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation 
Management Area. Specific placement and text would 
be guided by individual project plans. 


RESOURCE MANIPULATION 
AND REHABILITATION 


The Lower Colorado River Habitat Management Plan 
and the Palomas Plain Habitat Management Plan would 
address the revegetation of areas within the scope of the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area Management Plan. 
Some of the actions outlined in this planning document 
would require resource manipulation and rehabilitation, 
and when this is needed, native vegetation would be 
used. New facility placement would take into consider- 
ation established native plants. Roads and trails closed 
by this planning document would, in some cases, be 
revegetated with native plants. 


MAINTENANCE 


Low-maintenance structures and support facilities 
would be considered in future developments within the 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management 
Area. 


The facilities development plan includes seven sites 
for rest rooms. These could be vault toilets, leach fields, 
or new technologies. The vault toilets would require an 
active inventory to determine when contract pumping is 
needed. Contract trash dumpsters would be included in 
many of the facility designs. Litter collection, trail trim- 
ming, rest room cleaning, sign repair and replacement, 
painting and staining of shade structures and picnic 
tables, vandalism repair, and minor structure mainte- 
nance would be needed at periodic intervals. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Administration of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Rec- 
reation Management Area must include adequate staff, 
volunteers, equipment, agreements, and contracts to 
keep the area maintained, safety uptield, and the facili- 
ties in proper condition for public enjoyment. None of the 
Staff listed below have duties specific to the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola planning area. This planning area is one of five 
within the Yuma Resource Area. 


Staffing 


Maintenance 


Currently there is a staff of two Force Account work- 
ers who oversee the maintenance needs of the Yuma 
District. 


Law Enforcement 


The BLM Yuma Resource Area currently has four law 
enforcement personnel. In addition, local law enforce- 


ment agencies patrol the planning area. Regularly 
scheduled law enforcement patrols through the plan- 
ning area are needed. 


Support Services 


At this time the recreation staff consists of two full- 
time permanent Outdoor Recreation Planners; one per- 
manent Motor Vehicle Operator, whose main duties are 
maintenance and recreation patrols; and two temporary 
Park Rangers, whose main duties are recreation patrols. 
The administrative staff assists with the clerical needs of 
the program. 


Agreements 


Partnership agreements would be considered for all 
the proposed project plans. 


Contracts 


Service Contracts 


These are annual contracts for rest room vault pump- 
ing and trash collection related to operations and main- 
tenance of facilities. 


Construction Contracts 


Maintenance Contracts 





IMPLEMENTATION PHASING AND COST 


The following schedule indicates the relative progress years. This schedule is only an estimate of implemen- 
tation phasing; unseen obstacles can not be taken into 
account and may lead to discrepancies in the schedule. 


of the project plans that would be written (P) and imple- 
mented (I). These phases correspond to approximate 
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FIGURE 7 
IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 
ACTION PHASES | 1 iT IV V vi 

A Land Tenure Adjustments | | | | | | 
B General Policy Guidance | 
C Off-Highway Vehicle Designations | 
D Emergency and Law Enforcement 

Services | | | | 
D2 Information and 

Interpretive Services | | | | | | 
D3 Communicative Media | | | | | | 
E Use Authorizations | | | | | | 
F1 Oxbow Recreation Site P 
F2 Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-Highway 

Vehicle Area P | 
F3 Harvey’s Fishing Hole Recreation Site P | 
F4 Oxbow Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area P | 
F5 Tom Wells Back Country Byway P | 
F6 Gilmore’s Camp Recreation Site P | 
F7 Horse Island Interpretive Overlook P | 
F8 A-7 Boat Ramp P | 
FQ Blythe Intaglios Complex P | 
F10 Big Wash Day-Use Area P 
F11 Old River Channel Fishing Pier P | 
F12 Walter's Camp Area Fishing Pier P | 
| Maintenance | | | | | 
J Administration | | | | 
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IMPLEMENTATION PHASING AND COST 


FIGURE 8 
MANAGEMENT COSTS (in $000s) 





ACTION YEAR 93 94 95 96 97 0s 98 
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FIGURE 9 
IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (in $000s) 





ACTIONS PHASES ! UT) ut IV v Vi TOTAL 





B General Policy Guidance 1 1 
C Off-Highway Vehicle Designations 10 10 


F1 Oxbow Recreation Site 440 
Planning 15 


Management Increase 25 


F2 Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-Highway 
Vehicle Area 140 
Planning 16 
Implementation 12U 
Management Increase 5 


F3 Harvey’s Fishing Hole Recreation Site 420 
Planning 15 
Implementation 375 
Management Increase 30 


F4 Oxbow Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area 40 
Planning 15 
Implementation 20 
Management Increase 5 


F5 Tom Wells Back Country Byway 215 
Planning 15 
implementation 195 
Management Increase 5 


F6 Gilmore's Camp Recreation Site 140 
Planning 20 
Implementation 90 
Management Increase 30 





IMPLEMENTATION PHASING AND COST 


FIGURE 9 (Continued) 
IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (in $000s) 





ACTIONS PHASES i 


i) i Iv V 


TOTAL 





F10 Big Wash Day Use Area 
Planning 
implementation 
Management Increase 


F11 Old River Channel Fishing Pier 
Planning 
implementation 
Management Increase 


F1i2 Walter's Camp Area Fishing Pier 


Planning 
implementation 


10 


15 


10 


10 


a & 


105 


120 


105 


45 


180 
1,625 
145 


1,950 
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Boma Johnson, Archaeologist 

Robin Renteria, Secretary-Staff Assistant 


BLM Yuma District: 


Herman Kast, District Manager 

Don Applegate, Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Dave Curtis, Planning and Environmental Coordinator 
Candy Holzer, Land Law Examiner 

Carol Nix, Office Automation Clerk-Staff Assistant 
Barbara Bowles, Cartographic Aid 

Vickie Satterlee, Supervisory Editorial Assistant 
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SUMMARY 


This Environmental Assessment is tiered to the Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement of the 1987 Final Yuma 
District Resource Management Plan. The project plans 
following the 1993 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area 
Management Plan would include Environmental As- 
sessments that would tier to this Environmental Assess- 
ment. The Proposed Action, the adoption, and the 
implementation of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area 
Management Plan are analyzed in this assessment, 
along with the No Action Alternative. 


The Proposed Action deals with issues such as high- 
impact versus low-impact recreation facilities, wildlife 
habitat, off-highway vehicle use route designations, and 
recreation site development. 


The No Action Alternative continues management 
under the 1977 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Manage- 
ment Plan. This plan is no longer effective in managing 
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the increased level of use and changed recreation 
activities. Future project planning would be 
uncoordinated, and assessment of all future impacts 
would be difficult. 


The overall environmental impacts of the Proposed 
Action are positive. The impacts would improve recre- 
ational opportunities while protecting and enhancing 
wildlife habitat. Off-highway vehicle use would be under 
tighter control which would decrease environmental 
damage. Low-impact recreational development would 
provide facilities and activities for a more diverse visitor 
population. 


The overall environmental impacts of the No Action 
Alternative would be negative. Without planned actions, 
a loss of open space and wildlife habitat would occur. 
There would be limited Federal funding for projects as 
funding is directly linked to updated plans. 




















ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
EHRENBERG-CIBOLA 
RECREATION AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN 


EA-AZ-050-93-11 


INTRODUCTION 


Purpose and Need for the Proposed 
Action 


The last plan written for this area was the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Recreation Management Plan that was com- 
pleted in January 1977. The objectives for this plan were 
derived from the La Paz Management Framework Plan. 
Since the writing of the Management Framework Plan, 
the Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan 
received final approval in March 1987. This new District 
planning effort supersedes the La Paz Management 
Framework Plan. Consequently, the recreation plan of 
1977 is no longer valid as issues and objectives have 
changed. Recreation has also changed since that time. 
New technologies in off-highway vehicles and personal 
watercraft have changed the types of recreation and 
increased their use. These changes make it necessary 
to revise the existing plan and set a path for future 
development and management. 


Conformance With the Land Use 
Plan 


The Proposed Action would be in conformance with 
the 1987 Final Yuma District Resource Management 
Plan, which directed the Yuma Resource Area to revise 
the Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Management Plan. 
Furthermore, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Manual Section 8322.06A. sets BLM policy as follows: 
“Recreation area management plans are prepared for all 
special recreation management areas.” 


Relationship to Statutes, 
Regulations, or Other Plans 


Recreation 


As mentioned, this management plan is a revision of 
the 1977 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Management 
Plan. 


Wildlife 


The Lower Colorado River Habitat Management Plan 
and the Palomas Planning Habitat Management Plan 
would address specific wildlife habitat actions within the 
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Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management 
Area. See the Supplement to this Environmental As- 
sessment for a list of threatened and endangered spe- 
cies. 


Mineral Extraction 

Mining and mineral exploration on this public land are 
limited by Bureau of Reclamation withdrawal. The 
Bureau of Reclamation is currently reviewing these 
withdrawals and will forward any relinquishment docu- 
ments to the BLM for processing. Potential mineral 


development on rekaquished lands would adhere to the 
regulations found at Title 43, Code of Federal Regula- 


tions, Subpart 3809. 


Cultural Resources 


World-class cultural resources are present in the 
planning area. Project plans would be prepared for the 
Blythe Intaglios Complex and Gilmore’s Camp Recre- 
ation Site (if required) with input from BLM resource 


Livestock Grazing 


The Cibola-Trigo Herd Management Plan will ad- 
dress all livestock grazing issues within the area. 


PROPOSED ACTION AND 
ALTERNATIVES 


Proposed Action 


The Proposed Action is the adoption and implemen- 
tation of the Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area Man- 
agement Plan of 1993. The following are actions de- 
tailed in the management program within the plan. 


Land Tenure Adjustments. 

General Policy Guidance. 

Off-Highway Vehicle Designations. 

Visitor Services. 

Use Authorizations. 

Planning and Site Development. 

Sign Plan. 

Resource Manipulation and Rehabilitation. 
Maintenance. 

Administration. 
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The main activity involving land surface disturbance 
would be recreation site development. The site develop- 
ment actions include 12 project plans. These develop- 
ments would improve or rehabilitate the existing condi- 
tion of the public land. Of the 12 project areas, the 
following ten are new sites: 


Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-Highway Vehicle Area 
Harvey's Fishing Hole Recreation Site 

Oxbow Watchable Wildlife Viewing Area 

Tom Wells Back Country Byway 

Gilmore’s Camp Recreation Site 

Horse Island Interpretive Overlook 

A-7 Boat Ramp 

Old River Channel Fishing Pier 

Big Wash Day-Use Area 

Walter's Camp Area Fishing Pier 
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This plan would provide management direction for 
recreation activities while protecting the environment 
from further damage. Through this plan, the public land 
would continue to be managed for multiple uses. 


No Action Alternative 


Management actions would continue under the 1977 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Management Plan. These 
objectives and goals were written in terms of the Man- 
agement Framework Plans that were superseded by the 
1987 Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan. 


AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


General Setting 


The Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Manage- 
ment Area is located 1 mile east of Blythe, California. 
This planning area is approximately 62 miles long with a 
10-mile-wide center, a 1-mile-wide section to the north, 
and a 3-mile-wide section to the south. The planning 
area encompasses lands parallel to the Colorado River. 
The Chocolate and Trigo mountain ranges bound and 
cross through the planning area and confine the Colo- 
rado River to a narrow corridor. Numerous dry washes 
dissect the flat bottom lands and the rugged, steep, and 
rolling landscape of the uplands. Aligned with the 
Colorado River are several cultural sites. Geoglyphs, 
sleeping circles, trails, and artifacts are common. The 
towns of Blythe and Palo Verde, California, and Ehrenberg 
and Cibola, Arizona, lie within the planning area. Some 
of the recreational uses include hunting, fishing, 
rockhounding, camping, hiking, off-highway vehicle use, 
and river use. 





Of the 209,410 acres of land within the Ehrenberg- 
Cibola Special Recreation Management Area, 114,050 
acres are administered by the BLM. The following lands 
are within the planning area but are not managed by the 
BLM, and therefore would not be directly affected by this 
plan. 


1. 18,260 acres of Arizona and California State 
lands. 

2. 320 acres of Bureau of Reclamation-acquired 
lands. 

3. 45,780 acres of private lands in Arizona and 
California. 

4. 5,760 acres of lands of undetermined title. 

5. 25,240 acres of lands within the boundaries of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Imperial National 
Wildlife Refuge and Cibola National Wildlife 
Refuge. 


Surrounding the planning area are non-BLM lands. 
To the northeast, the lands belong to the Colorado River 
Indian Tribes Reservation, and to the southeast, the 
lands are under the jurisdiction of the United States 
Army Yuma Proving Ground. 


Affected Resources 


The following list of resources is discussed in detail in 
Section |.C., Resources in the Management Area, of the 
1993 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area Management 
Plan. 


Climate 

Soils. 

Water. 

Vegetation. 

Wildlife. 

Wild Horse and Burros. 
Floodplains. 

Visual Resources. 
Cultural. 
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The current recreation activity within the planning 
area is discussed in Section |.D., Recreation Use in the 
Management Area, of the 1993 Ehrenberg-Cibola Rec- 
reation Area Management Plan. 


The 5,280-acre Big Marias Area of Critical Environ- 
mental Concern is located in the northernmost section of 
the planning area. The Final Yuma District Resource 
Management Plan addresses the management pre- 
scriptions covering this area. Details can be found in the 
1987 Final Yuma District Resource Management Planat 
Chapter 2, page 17. 
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The Colorado River Indian Tribes Reservation is 
located next to the northern section of the planning area. 
All actions planned for areas adjacent to the reservation 
would be coordinated with officials from the Colorado 
River Indian Tribes Reservation. 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Proposed Action 


The general environmental consequences of the 1993 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Area Management Plan 
are analyzed in the Environmental Impact Statement of 
the Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan. 
This document will provide analysis of additional im- 
pacts as a result of the implementation of the Ehrenbeig- 
Cibola Recreation Area Management Plan. Each of the 
12 project plans that follow the 1993 management plan 
would include an Environmental Assessment to analyze 
site-specific impacts. Policy guidance for common 
recreational activities is set within the management 
plan. 


The following critical elements have been analyzed 
and would not be affected by the Proposed Action: 


Hazardous Materials. 

Prime and Unique Farmiand. 
Wetland and Riparian Zones. 
Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
Wilderness. 


. Threatened and Endangered Species. 
impacts of the Proposed Action 
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The recreation management program of the 1993 
Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 
would concentrate development in areas of previous 
disturbance. Some examples of such areas are termi- 
nated residential leases and currently used recreation 
oped sites would be associated with project plans that 
would require site-specific environmental analysis. These 
sites would also be designed and constructed to reduce 
soil erosion. 


Off-highway vehicle designations would reduce use 
on fragile soil surfaces such as desert pavement. 


Soil would be disturbed through the implementation 
of this plan and its project plans. The only soil loss to 
occur, however, would be sand and gravel removal 
under casual use and under permit from authorized pits. 
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When the activities of the entire plan are considered, 
the impacts on the soils would be positive. 


Air Quality 

Off-highway vehicle use throughout the planning area 
would cause dust to become suspended in the air, which 
would decrease visibility in a local area. Designation of 
the Ehrenberg Sandbowl Off-highway Vehicle Area would 
concentrate this impact area away from other users. 


Construction activities at the project areas would 
cause short-term effects. 


When the activities of the whole plan are considered, 
the impacts on the air quality would be positive. 


Vegetation 


Desert plants may be crushed in the off-highway 
vehicle area. However, designated trails would stay on 
rocky areas and washes. Use of the Ehrenberg Sandbow!l 
Off-highway Vehicle Area would affect the natural pro- 
cess of plant succession. 


Facility development would disturb as little native 
vegetation as possible. 


When the activities of the whole plan are considered, 
the impacts on the vegetation would be positive. 


Floodplains 


The plan follows the guidance provided in the Fina/ 
Yuma District Resource Management Plan concerning 
development within floodplains. Details can be found in 
the 1987 Final Yuma District Resource Management 
Plan at Chapter 2, page 22, Recreation Management in 
Floodpiains. 


There would be no impacts on the floodplains. 


Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


All actions would follow these management prescrip- 
tions for Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, and 
therefore no negative impacts would occur due to the 


implementation of this planning effort. 


Native American Concerns 


No actions of the plan would negatively impact Native 
American land. Actions of the plan would increase 
protection of the cultural resources found within the 
planning area. The Blythe Intaglios Complex would be 
redesigned through future project plans. As the project 
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plans are being developed, Native American groups 
would be consulted. 


A letter explaining currer | .. J future plans regarding 
Native American concerns would be included with the 
draft copy of the 1993 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation 
Area Management Plan to be sent to Native American 
tribes in the area. 


Recreation 


The purpose of te pian is to improve the recreation 
experience of the visitor by providing desired activities 
and improving existing facilities. Improvements of the 
existing developed and undeveloped sites would in- 
clude upgrading the Oxbow Recreation Site, which 


would be increased and improved by adding river ac- 
cess, interpretive sites, fishing access, and day-use 
sites. Off-highway vehicle opportunities would be im- 
proved by redesignating the Ehrenberg Sandbowi Off- 
highway Vehicle Area from competitive use to open use. 
Off-highway vehicle routes would be designated as 
open, closed, or limited, and signage would be used to 
inform the public land user. The impacts of this plan on 
recreation would be positive. 


Water Quality 


During project construction, minor siltation may reach 
the river. The plan would have a small, short-term 
impact on the water quality. After initial project construc- 
tion, there would be little or no impact on the water 
quality. 


Economic impacts 


Plan implementation would upgrade old facilities, 
develop new facilities, and greatly improve recreational 
opportunities and visitor services. These actions would 
bring positive impacts to the economy of the surrounding 
communities. Visitor numbers would increase, which in 
turn would bring money into the area. 


Implementation of the plan would decrease the cross- 
country off-highway vehicle use that impacts wildlife 
habitat. Native vegetation habitat damage would be 
minimized at all proposed development sites. There- 
fore, little or no impact to wildlife would occur due to the 


implementation of the proposed plan. 


No Action Alternative 


The No Action Alternative would continue manage- 
ment under the 1977 Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation 
Management Plan. The existing plan is no longer 
effective in managing the lands involved and providing 
for current recreational demands. Future project plan- 
ning would be uncoordinated, and assessments of all 
future impacts would be difficult. 


The following critical elements have been analyzed 
and would not be affected by the No Action Alternative: 


Hazardous Materials. 
Prime and Unique Farmland. 
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impacts of the No Action Alternative 


Under the No Action Alternative, off-highway veticie 
route designations would be delayed. With unmarked 
routes and no route designations, increased soil erosion 
and desert pavement degradation would result from off- 
highway vehicle use on any and all desert surfaces. The 
development of new facilities would be less controlled, 
resulting in increased soil disturbance. These condi- 
tions would negatively impact the soils. 


Vegetation 


The No Action Alternative would increase vegetation 
destruction due to the lack of planned facility develop- 
ment and uncontrolled off-highway vehicle use. The 
riparian vegetation zone along the river would continue 
to be degraded and obliterated by heavy water-based 
recreation use on the Colorado River shoreline. Without 
properly planned facilities, sensitive areas would be 
used and wildlife habitat would be harmed. 


As mentioned in item 2 above, the vegetation would 
be impacted, leading to decreases in wildlife habitat. 
Therefore, a negative impact on wildlife would occur 
under the No Action Alternative. 








APPENDIX B 


Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


Under the No Action Alternative, the integrity of the 
area would be compromised. Off-highway vehicle use 
could spread into this area and potentially damage 


Cultural Resources 


Development and management under the No Action 
Altemative would negatively impact the cultural resources 
in the area. Development could occur on cultural sites, 
damaging their integrity. Increased public awareness of 
cultural sites could bring increased levels of visitors and 
increased degradation of the sites that have no barriers. 


Recreation 


The No Action Alternative would continue manage- 
ment with an outdated plan. This would negatively 
impact the funding received for development, adminis- 


trative services, and implementation. The recreational 
demands of the public would not be met. 
Economic impacts 


Without an updated plan of action, the economics of 
the area would not change. 


Visual Resources 


Under current management, visual resources would 
not be impacted. 


CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 


implementation of the Proposed Action would not 
have any significant cumulative effects. 


MITIGATION OF THE 
PROPOSED ACTION 

Sufficient mitigation is designed into the Proposed 
Action; therefore, no additional mitigation measures are 
needed. 


CONSULTATION AND 
COORDINATION 


Two public meetings were held during the planning 
process to scope issues and determine public concerns. 


Officials from the La Paz County government, Imperial 
County Sheriff's Department, and Cibola National Wild- 
life Refuge gave their input during these public meetings 
or through personal contacts. Input was also received 
through letters and telephone calls. 


The following BLM staff members were involved in 
the planning effort. 


Yuma Resource Area: 


Michael Taylor, Area Manager 

Kent Biddulph, Supervisory Natural Resource 
Specialist 

Todd Suess, Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Joy Gilbert, Supervisory Lands and Minerals 
Specialist 

Mark Lowans, Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Gary Rowell, Recreation Technician 

John Turner, Motor Vehicle Operator 

David Daniels, Surface Protection Specialist 

Susanna Henry, Wildlife Management Biologist 

Dave Smith, Wildlife Management Biologist 

Boma Johnson, Archaeologist 

Robin Renteria, Secretary-Staff Assistant 


Yuma District: 


Herman Kast, District Manager 

Don Applegate, Outdoor Recreation Planner 
Dave Cutis, Environmental Protection Specialist 
Candy Hoizer, Land Law Examiner 

Carol Nix, Office Automation Clerk-Staff Assistant 
Barbara Bowles, Cartographic Aid 

Vickie Satterlee, Supervisory Editorial Assistant 


REFERENCES 


U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 
1985, Final Yuma District Resource Management Plan and 
Environmental impact Statement. Arizona State Office, Phoe- 
nix, Arizona, 310 pps. 


_____, 1977, Final Ehrenberg-Cibola Recreation Management 
Plan. Yuma District Office, Yuma, Arizona, 67 pp. 


, 1975, Management Framework Plans - La Paz Planning 
Unit, unpublished manuscript. Yuma District Office, Yuma, 
Arizona. 





The above references are available for public review 
in the Yuma District Office. 
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT/DECISION RECORD 


EHRENBERG-CIBOLA 
RECREATION AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN 


EA-AZ-050-93-11 


Environmental impacts associated with the proposed action have been assessed. | conclude that the Proposed 
Action would have no significant impact on the environment and is not a major Federal action. Preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the National Enviro: imental Policy Act of 1969 
is not required. 








Area Manager Date 
Yuma Resource Area 
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APPENDIX B 


SUPPLEMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT EA-AZ-050-93-11 
Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Wildlife and Plants 








and Species of Special Concern 

Within the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME STATUS 
Reptiles and Amphibians 
Colorado River toad Bufo alvarius CASC 
lowland leopard frog Rana yavapaiensis AZC,FC2,CASC 
desert tortoise Xerobates agassizii FT,AZC,CAT 
Colorado fringe-toed lizard Uma notata FC2,AZC,CASC 
Mohave fringe-toed lizard Uma scoparia AZC 
gila monster Heloderma suspectum FC2,CASC 
Birds 
common loon Gavia immer CASC 
Western grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis CASC 
Clark’s grebe Aechmophorus clarki AZC 
brown pelican Pelicanus occidentalis FE,CAE 
white pelican Pelicanus erythrorhynchos CASC 
double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus CASC 
least bittern Ixobrychus exilis AZC,CASC 
American bittern Botaurus lentiguinosus AZC,CASC 
great blue heron Ardea herodias CASC 
great egret Casmerodius albus AZE,CASC 
snowy egret Egretta thula AZT,CASC 
white-faced ibis Plegadis chihi FC2,CASC 
greater sandhill crane Grus canadensis tabida CAT 
fulvous whistling duck Dendrocygna bicolor FC2,CASC 
Barrow’s goldeneye Bucephala islandica CASC 
Yuma clapper rail Rallus longirostris yumanensis FE,AZT,CAT 
California black rail Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus FC2,AZE,CAT 
Western snowy plover Charodrius alexandrinus mivosus FC2,AZC,CASC 
mountain plover Charodrius montanus FC2,CASC 
California gull Larus californicus CASC 
least tern Sterna antillarum browni FE,CAE 
Caspian tern Sterna caspia CASC 
Southern bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus FE,AZE,CAE 
golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos CASC 
merlin Falco columbarius CASC 
Northern harrier Circus cyaneus CASC 
sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus CASC 
Cooper's hawk Accipiter cooperii CASC 
Swainson’s hawk Buteo swainsoni FC2,CAT 
ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis FC2,AZT,CASC 
Harris’ hawk Parabuteo unicinctus CASC 
osprey Pandion haliaetus AZT,CASC 
prairie falcon Falco mexicanus CASC 
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APPENDIX B 





Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Wildlife and Plants (Continued) 


and Species of Special Concern 


Within the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 








COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME STATUS 
Birds (continued) 

peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus FE,AZC,CAE 
Western yellow-billed cuckoo Cuccyzus americanus occidentalis FC2,AZT,CAE 
elf owl Micrathene whitneyi CAE 
burrowing owl Athene cunicularia CASC 
long-eared owl Asio otus CASC 
short-eared owl Asio flammeus CASC 
belted kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon AZC 
Northern flicker Colaptes auratus CAE 

gila woodpecker Meianerpes uropygialis CAE 
vermillion flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus CASC 
willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii AZE,CASC 
brown-crested flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus CASC 
bank swallow Riparia riparia CAT 
purple martin Progne subis CASC 
black-tailed gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura lucida CASC 
LeConte’s thrasher Toxostoma lecontei CASC 
Bendire’s thrasher Toxostoma bendirei CASC 
crissal thrasher Toxostoma dorsale CASC 

AZ Bell’s vireo Vireo bellii arizonae CAE 

least Bell’s vireo Vireo bellii pusillus CAE 

gray vireo Vireo vicinior CASC 
yellow warbler Dendroica petechia brewsteri CASC 
yellow-breasted chat Icteria virens CASC 
Virginia’s warbler Vermivora virginae CASC 
Northern cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis superba CASC 
gray-headed junco Junco caniceps CASC 
summer tanager Piranga rubra CASC 
Mammals 

Southern yellow bat Lasiurus ega AZC 
spoited bat Euderma maculatum FC2,AZC 
Arizona myotis Myotis lucifugus occultus CASC 
Southwestern cave bat Myotis velifer brevis FC2,CASC 
Townsend's big-eared bat Plecotus townsendii CASC 
pallid bat Antrozous pallidus CASC 
pocketed free-tailed bat Nyctinomops femorosaccus CASC 
Western mastiff bat Eumops perotis CASC 
Southwestern river otter Lutra canadensis sonora FC2,AZE 
badger Taxidea taxus CASC 
mountain lion (Yuma puma) Felis concolor browni FC2,AZE,CASC 
Yuma cotton rat Sigmodon hispidus eremicus FC2 
Colorado River cotton rat Sigmodon arizonae FC2,CASC 
California leaf-nosed bat Macrotis californicus AZC,CASC 





APPENDIX B 


Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Wildlife and Plants (Continued) 
and Species of Special Concern 
Within the Ehrenberg-Cibola Special Recreation Management Area 











COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME STATUS 
Fish 
Colorado squawfish Ptychochelius lucius FE,AZE,CAE 
razorback sucker Xyrauchen texanus FE,AZE,CAE 
Plants 
foxtail cactus Coryphantha Alversonii FC2 
barrel cactus Ferocactus acanthodes FC2 
var. acanthodes 

Wiggin’s cholla Opuntia wigginsii FC2 
night-blooming cereus Peniocereus greggii FC3C 
needies knotweed Polygonum fusiforme FC2 

Key to Status Codes 

FE ——- Federally Endangered (listed by Fish and Wildlife Service) 

FT - Federally Threatened 


FC1 - Federal Candidate Species, Category 1 (likely to be listed as threatened or endangered in the foreseeable future) 
FC2 =~ ~- Federal Candidate Species, Category 2 (more information is needed before the species is listed) 

FC3C_ - Federal Candidate Species, Category 3 (more common than previously thought) 

AZE ~~ - Arizona Endangered (listed by Arizona Game and Fish Department) 

AZT _ - Arizona Threatened 

AZC _ - Arizona Candidate (candidates for listing as threatened or endangered) 

CAE - California Endangered (listed by California Department of Fish and Game) 

CAT _ - California Threatened 

CASC_ - California Species of Special Concern 
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APPENDIX C 
ROUTE DESIGNATIONS 


This appendix contains the route designation forms and accompanying detailed maps for public review. 
These maps are the complete inventory of existing routes within the area, excluding the routes in the 
Ehrenberg Sandbow! Off-highway Vehicle Area and routes on lands not administered by the BLM. The 
scale of the maps is 1:58,000 from a source map of 1:24,000. These 1:58,000-scale maps represent 7.5- 
minute series quadrangle maps. There are three inset maps with a scale of 1:12,000 with a source map 
of 1:24,000. Map 5 shows the locations of the quadrangle maps in relationship to the planning area. 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 


EC 001-011 
EC 028-030 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 
TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Big Maria Mountains North East (H533114) 7.5' Series 


T.2S., R.23E., Sec. 25,35,36 SBM 
T.3S., R.23E., Sec. 2,3,11,25,26,35,36 SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 012-027 


RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Big Maria Mountains North East (H533114) 7.5' Series 
T.3S., R23E., Sec 11,14 SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


. AREADESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 031-054 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Big Maria Mountains South West (G533114) 7.5' Series 
T.3S., R.23E., Sec. 35 SBM 
T.4S., R.23E., Sec. 22,11,14,23,35,36 SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


. AREADESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 055-061 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Blythe NE (F533114) 7.5' Series 
T.5S., R.24E., Sec. 18,19 SBM 
T.5S., R.23E., Sec. 13 SBM 
T.5N., R.22W., Sec. 26,35 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRIT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 062-070 


RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: La Paz Mountain (F433114) 7.5' Series 
T.4N., R21W., Sec. 22,23,26-29,31-33 GSRM 
T.4N., R22W., Sec. 36 GSRM 
T.3N., R21W., Sec. 2-6 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
eaisting of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. 
Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road 
vehicle use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for 
which such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 071-094 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: La Paz Mountain (F433114) 7.5' Series 
T.4N., R.21W., Sec. 27,33-35,2-4 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation. air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


. AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code —_— Number 
EC 130-157 

RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 

TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: _ Blythe (E533114) 7.5' Series 


T.3N., R22W., Sec. 12,21-23,27,28,33-35 GSRM 
T.2N., R23W., Sec. 2-4,8-10,15-16,23 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 095-129 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 
TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Dome Rock Mountains (E433114) 7.5' Series 


T.3N., R.21W., Sec. 8-10,14-17,19-23,25-30 31-35 GSRM 
T.3N., R.22W., Sec. 13,14,23-25,35 GSRM 
T.2N., R.22W., Sec. 2 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in offic’ ally designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and tra..3 shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 


use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 


RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: ___ 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: __ 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 158-162 


RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Thumb Peak (D733114) 7.5' Series 
T.9S., R.21E., Sec 3,4,9,10,15,16,21,22 SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wild 2rness areas or primit’ve areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 165,171-177 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Palo Verde (0633114) 7.5' Series 
T.1N., R.23W., Sec. 15,21,22,28,27,33,34 GSRM 


T.9S., R21E., Sec. 22,24 SBM 
T.OS., R22E., Sec. 9 SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be iocated to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 

(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, o: other vaiues for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 

BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 

ROUTE SeCIFIC RATIONAL: 


RECOMMENDED BY: 








Date 








Date 








Date 


DECISION: APPROVED BY: 








Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 163-170 


RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Mule Wash (D533114) 7.5' Series 
T.2N., R.23W., Sec. 35,36 GSRM 
T.1N., R.23W., Sec.11,12,15,14,13,22,23,24,25 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 155,169 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: North Trigo (D433114) 7.5' Series 
T2N. R22W. Sec. 23,24,26,35,36 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 201 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Palo Verde Peak, CA (C733114) 7.5' Series 
T9S., R.21E. SBM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. 
Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road 
vehicle use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for 
which such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREADESIGNATION: Open 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 178-184 
EC 187-192 
EC 194-226 
3. RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


4. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Cibola (C6331 14) 7.5' Series 
T.1S., R.32W., Sec. 4,5,,6,7,18,19, 20,21 ,22,27,28,29,32 GSRM 
T.2S., R.23W., Sec. 3,4,5,7,8 GSRM 
T.10S., R.21E. Sec. 2,11,14,15,22,23,25,26,27,35,36 SBM 
T.9S., R21E., Sec. 26,27,34,35 SBM 


5. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighvoring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and othe: 
factors. 
(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. 
Areas and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road 
vehicle use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for 
which such areas are established. 

6. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 

7. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 

8. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 


9. RECOMMENDED BY: 








Date 





Date 





Date 


10. DECISION: APPROVED BY: 








Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


. AREADESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number(s) 


EC 172 EC 185-187 
EC 189, 191,193,194,196 
RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Cibola South East (C5331 14) 7.5' Series 
T.1S.,R.23W., Sec. 1,2,3,10-12,19,24-27, 34-36 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 


BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


























ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
Date 
Date 
Date 
DECISION: APPROVED BY: : 
Area Manager Date 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


. AREADESIGNATION: Open 


ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 227-228 


RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Picacho North West (B633114) 7.5' Series 
T.2S., R.23W., Sec. 17,19,20,28-30,32,33 GSRM 


DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 

RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 
BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 


ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 








RECOMMENDED BY: 














DECISION: APPROVED BY: 








Area Manager 
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APPENDIX C 


YUMA DISTRICT 
VEHICLE ROUTE DESIGNATION RECORD OF DECISION 


1. AREA DESIGNATION: Open 


2. ROUTE NUMBERS: RMA code Number 
EC 229-235 


3. RESOURCE AREA: Yuma 


4. TOPOGRAPHIC BASE MAP: Picacho North West (B6331 14) 7.5' Series 
T.11S., R.22E., Sec. 6,7 SBM 


5. DESIGNATION CRITERIA - 43 CFR 8342.1 
(a) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, air, or other 
resources of the public lands, and to prevent impairment of wilderness suitability. 


(b) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife 
habitats. Special attention will be given to protect endangered of threatened species and their habitats. 


(c) Areas and trails shall be located to minimize conflicts between off-highway vehicle use and other 
existing of proposed recreational uses of the same of neighboring public lands, and to ensure the 
compatibility of such uses with existing conditions in populated area, taking into account noise and other 
factors. 


(d) Areas and trails shall not be located in officially designated wilderness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shal. ve located in natural areas only if the authorized officer determines that off-road vehicle 
use in such locations will not adversely affect their natural, aesthetic, scenic, or other values for which 
such areas are established. 





6. RECOMMENDATION - PROPOSED DESIGNATION: OPEN 
7. BASED ON 8342.1 CRITERIA a, b, c 

8. ROUTE SPECIFIC RATIONAL: 

S$. RECOMMENDED BY: 








Date 





Date 








Date 


10. DECISION: APPROVED BY: 








Area Manager ~ Date 
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